TRUTHS VICTORY 
GAINST HERESIE. 


All comprehended underthefe ten 


I. b 2. Familifts, Astianh, Arminians 5. Ana- 
_baptifts, 6. Separatifts, 7. Antinomitts, 8 . Monarchifts. 
9. Millenarifts, to. Independents. 


As alfoa Defcription of the Truth, the Church of Chrift, 


her prefent fuffering eftate for a fhort time yet to come; and the glory 
that followeth at the general Refurre€tion. 
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By I, G.  fachfull loyer an and obeysr of Tr Truth. 


Now ] befeech y y mark them which and 
to the dottrine which you ave learned: ana . svoid them, Rom. 1 nt ial 
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RIGHT 
Sir BENJAMIN AR D, Knight, 
one of the Honourable Hou 


of Commons. 


you with two {mall Treatsfes, which 
were dedicated to bis MajesTi8 
and the Right Honorablethe High 
Court of Parliament, fo now I have’ 
prefumed on Chrifttan affetion, ‘bo. 
dedicate this viftory of Truth to 
jour religious view meditati- 
The odds in the confuh was | 
every one of them being roots of athos-. = = 
many in number, and 
ture, that if 1 fooald peak all know of them, 
to your exercifed and experienced j 
prejudsci that want the like knowle 
that for 


is time I thought thus brs a 
itude of 


the time metho of 


ind ‘ ‘ad 
| 
4 
| | 
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Tue DEDICATORY. 
ia Chrift {ball be flasne before bim, and the fecrets of all manner 
of bearts difcovered. And for my own particular,S:r, finding 
the boldne/je and tmpudency of error, as well as the multiplic;- 
tie,whereby the whole Citie # in every part and place infetted, 
and from thence, as from a fountarn,the (| ountryes alfo, I could 
veft no longer filent,for as much as God of bts own goodnelJe and 
infinite mercy, hath been ed to communicae and impart 
the knowledge of the my{tery of bis Word unto me 1n [ome mea- 
fure, notwithftanding my own unworthsnelfe and weaknelfe : 
this truth received my beart, bath been as a fire which 1 
could no wayes hinder from burning into a flame , through the 
light whereof, Ly the means of your grave and prudent counte- 
nance, he that reads it may have information of the evill and 
error without prefigured, and within this Treatife mansfefth 
revealed; as aljo the good and bappineffe of truth, the old path 
and ftraight way of the Lord, in {ome meafure opened and de- 
clared; towhich all that are not of the boufbold of fasth are 
ffrangers, and moft of them perverters. eAnd Sir, I pray of one 
thing take notice in the figure, that he that 1s moft obfcure in 
bis perfon, moft danyeroufly fubtill and myftersous bss do- 
tirine ; and at this very time, tn whech you fit t Parliament, 
with the whole Counfell of the Kengdome, be deth more burt in 
one boure then in ten heretofore; bis badge is F. wherefore 
Right wor: be pleajed totake notsce of the Churches enemies, 
and let the de|pifed and perfecuted wife of (bri(t, and ber 
tle children, have your love, belpe, and afsiftance. Thefe are 
all shat are :ntreated for to be granted by you, moft vertuou 


and noble Senator , tobim that 1s your fatthfull and humble 


Joun ‘'Graunt 


= 

ervant, | 

. 


againtt Herefie. 


your powers and forces againft me that am 
the of God, and have drawne out your 


4 
= 
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and w ainft me my generation ; 
and by your fabtile difcipline in the ery of error,iniquity and de~ 


ceit, have made your felves fo skilfull and artificiall,chat you have al- 
wayes boldly and {cornfully given mee many | 


_ murthering of my Children and Witnefles, denying us quarter, or 
any mercy,alchough we have cryed out for pity and compatlion 
thefe four thoufand yeeres. Ipray you take notice therefore, that I do 
now, in lat the world, even now in this little 
come, that. makes an end of fins, and finifheth cran{greflions : and 
which alfo my teares and 
forrowes, my Jamentation and weepi 
day, in which you are fo much i and gro, nname 
rable; I challenge you all, even all your multitudes and gatherings, 
of what degree 
nation foever you are of; for that you have my names and 
ticles, my and birth, birth-ri 
tance, my priviledges and my dignities, my honour and authority, my 
knoe Throneit felf: and that you all have robbed, oppref- 


| | 


es, {ummons, on- 
fers, skirmifhes, underminings, ftormings, 


and condition, Sc& or Religion, fex, age, tongueor 
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Truths complaint agatnft ber E memies. 


— 
~ 


killed me in my truth and innocency, at all cimes,and in all places with 


defpite and fcorne ; contemptuoully have caft me out-from amongft 


you, and defam'd’ my finceriry with herefie, my purity with iniquity, 


may fruitfulneffe you have call'd barrenneffe, and my faithtull fervency 


you call hypoctifie. 
HERESIE. Whar ftrange-voyce is chis that wee heare, 
faith thee). what isthat/ were you made.o repreve ousthouzhts? we 
tell you, you are grievous unto us tu belold, lerus therefore examine 
her with defpiretiilnetie and torture, and let us condemn her with 
a thamefu!! death, | 
Truth. Thus hath ever been your dealing with mee and mine froz: 
the beginning; for your C sia kill’d my childe 42e/,and (0 your ie! 
mockt and perfecuied I! tac, my fon of promife, and my Lord of lite 
was tlain by your children of death, and as alwayes you have beer: 
enmicy and {worn adveriaries: to from the beginning of this world,to 


- this very day, you have had power and authorieyin your own hands, 


to work your will and pleafure-againitus; even the greametle of the 
pomp and glory ot cemporall dignicry & mavefty, tn andiby whom you 
have weoughe your malice and implacable anger and wrath upon us. 

The great Lunage, con ttiing of the tour Metalis, which the Prophet 
Daniel detcribed to be the four great powerfll Monarchs which 


— fhould rule and voven in this world: the golden head; the tilver 


breafts and arms; the brazen belly and thighs; the iron legs; amd the 


and toes, they coniitted part.ofivon, and part of clay, Dun.2.31- 


32, 33,42. And all you my old: tworn enemies, have, in and by them 
all, even in all and every part of th’s terrible and great Images power 
and ftrengch you again, have wrought and effected under, and 
ina deeming brigho and excellene wav yous cwn wicked fpleen and 


_ indignationagainit me ; your tacher the Devill exercising, his taliemc- 


culation and lies, hisenmity and cruelty jn the Monarchie of the bu- 
bylonians, which was the head of gold ; and after bim he ftired up the 


Apyrian Monarcliy co the felt-fame purpote, deciphered by che breatts 


and arms.ot tilver; and when that power grew old, weak, and fo failed 
him, then hee itirred up the Grecian Monarchy, who exceeded for 
ftrengeh, chough not tor wealth, whereby my children were cruelly 
opprefied to their great deftruétion ; for as their nature, fo is their 
operation, declared by the Prophet tobe a belly and thighs of bralle. 
And laftly, for che ipace ot this long feafon,.neer unto the time of 
Seventeen hundred yecrs, that preag and huge Monarchy of the Ko- 


mans 


The Enemie of Truth {pares neither Lord nor fervants. 


mans, our univerfall and mighty oppreffors, have dealt very cruelly 
with us, even worfe then all chat were before them ; for their fword 
hath had a double edge,called Force and Deceit,cunning and cruelty ; 
and for power,worte chen all char were before them: as Iron is the ba- 
feft for value, and hardeft tor ftrength, for it breaketh in pieces, and , 
fubdueth all things, as one of my deare fons aftirmeth, Dan. 2. 40. 
which I and mine have found by dolefull experience, all their tedious, 
wofull and odious raign of the Iron legs, and durtie toes, how dole- 
full was it in the dayes of our blefled Saviour ; that, thacholy Pro- 
ohet Fobn che Baptift, that cakes his name from his office, the harben- 
ger,the forerunner,and preparer of the Lords own way,that he fhould © 
be killed,and our inngcent Lord grievouily abuieded, wounded & cru- 
cified alfo ; and how Was I and my children havocked,and cruelly de- 
ftroyed and walted pretently after the refurre@ion and afcenfion of 
our Lordin thofe numerous and unparalleld ten perfecutions, and all — 
wrought and profecuted againft us by thofe legs of Iron? all which 
power and re the legs are now gone and yatt,as a ftorme 
that’s over, anda tale that’s told, and as apreat fire that’s quenched, 
excepting only the and toes, coniifting of Iron and Clay, matter of 
two contrary natures,in them the folidnefs and itrength of Iron, and 
the weaknefle or bricklenefle of Clay ; and yet {uch a powerfull enemy, 
whofe cunning craftineffle is managed by deceit and policy, in which 
time iniquity hath, and doth abound under the pretence of verity ; 
this fourth Monarchy, from the firft to the laft, in all che parts of ic, 
is deciphered by a ftrangebeaft, diverfe fromall the beafts that were 
beforeit, dreadfull, terrible, and exceeding in the greatnelle of power 
and ftrength: it had Iron teeth, faith the Prophet, and they were 
great ones, to tear and kill by, and ic devoured, faith the Text, and 
brake in pieces, and ftamped the reiidue with the feet of it, and it had 
ten horns, Dan, 7.7. 

Here{. But let us prove if his words be crue ; for what is the Baby- 
lonian, Afiyriar, Grecian, or Roman Monarch tous? for we have been, 
and are, the {piricuall feed of Abrabam by faith, wee are Chriftians, 
who have believed, ate baptized, and communicate in all the Ordi- 
nances of God ; we are warranted in che Scriptures for our Church- 
difcipline and government, and wee walke in a Church ftate, and 

Church way, inconftituting our Congregauons, “in ordaining our 
:Minifters, our Paftorg,our Deacons and Elders, Widowes,Eunuches, 
and diversholy orders; as chat of and Jobn the Baprift, Mary 
| 2 


Magdalene, 


if 


| 


? 


Truths charge agai nft all berEnemies. 


Mazdalene, and abundance more orders, of men, women, and An- 
gels, and all thefe by authoritie of Scriptures, and yer will you rank 
us among{t the Heathens,, and compare us to the tour Ethnick Mo- 
narchs long ago paft? we doubt not, but upon further di{covery, to 
prove your felt to be ancruth. 
Truth. Whatever you.are,whether P.spifts,F amtlijts, Arrians, Armi- 
nians,Anab sptifts Brownifts, Antinomians, Adillin srifts ov ALonarchi ts ot 
all forts; and although all and every one of you, ot each fort, gird 
and bind your felyes with the new found common Wich of Inde- 
pendency, yermy felt and my lictle children, areable to prove againil 
youall, even againit the oldeft and ftrongett of you, (and therefore 
oblerve and take notice ot it, even of the charge it felt ) that fo ma- 
ny of you that are not born of forrow and comftort,and have not you: 
parts in mourning, and:rejoycing Of watcr andthe Holy Ghoft,as the 
Scripture {peaketh, Itcll you plainly, notwithftanidng all your out- 
ward names and diltinctions, your athrmed Chriitianicy , 
Church-way and ftate, your participation in the Word and Sacra- 
ments, your ordinations and orders, and'what difcipline you are of, 
or any kinde or manner however, except,’ I fay, you be teparated or 
diflevered from, naturall men by she vail .of regeneration : as the 
Temple of God; the Altar, and them that worthip therein, were {e- 
ated by a vail trom the outward:and common court, erected tor 
otithe houte of I/rue/, tovofter and facrifice ; yea, again, 
Becaute the matter | {peak of,.is of fuch great concernment,1 {peak it 
the third time, except you are by repentance and affurance of mer- 
eysmade capable tpiritually to eat drink hisblood, 
thereby to have eternall lite in you, except you bethirs gracious, and 
made {piritually living by regeneration, Gods Word, J fay, and the 
Spirit of truth denominates you, reckons and accounts you all amon 
the Heathens and Gentiles, Rev.11.1, 2. and norwithitanding all your 
and overcaft Chrittianiry, che whale, wicked, curfed, defiled 
~and unregenerate world and you, make put ane caft-away \partyone 
flock of goats for ever to be excluded from: the fheep of Chriftjtheir 
fgveet and paftor,that flock and fold 
Here/. This fellow condemnes.us all ; wee are efteemed of him as 
eounterteits, or falfe coyne, he abftaineth from our wayes as from fk 
thinefle,yet we marvell how hecan prove.that we that. are Chriftians, 
are a part of thofe Monarchs, whofe feverall tines and powers are 
wholly expired, confumumated and gone, 


Truth, 


i 

| 

if 

| 


unregentrated men are Truths Enemy, 

Truth. As i have in generall proved it already, in fhewing that.al! 
the wicked partyin the world make but one fort, one curfed fide on 
the left hand: fo alfo I prove it further by our Saviour Chrifts words 
tothe Pharifees,in his dayes, A/atth. 23.35. That upon you, faith hee, 
may come all the righteous blood {hed upon the egrils, from the blood of righ- 
seous Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias, fon of Barachiasy whom yee flew 


between the Temple and the Altar. Here our Lord layes the murther of » 


Abel and Zacharia to the Scribes and Pharijees charge, alchough the 
perfonall actors were dead many yeers betore, faying to them pretent, 
whow ye the reafon is,becautfe all murtherers from the begin- 


ning of the world co the end thereot, make but one generation'all of — 


them, even one generauin of Vipers, perlecutors and deftroyers. 
Secondly,as yet the whole Monarch of the Romans is not expired and 
paft,but {till in being:che feet that were partly iron,and partly clay,are 
not wholly conftumed,nor the mixt matter is not yet abolithed: for yet 
craft & policy doch proiper in wicked praftices,to defiroy the mighty, 
the people ot the holy One, by {tanding up and oppoling the Prince of 
princes,who notwititanding fhortly. {hall be deftroyed without hands, 
Dan.8.24,25, even that man ot ‘in, that fon of perdition, even that 
oppofer and exalter ot himfelf above all thatis called God, and as 
fitteth in che Temple of God,whom the Lurd that heloppofeth, 
fhall confume with the Spirit of his mouth, and deftroy with the 
brightnefie of his cominy,notwich{tanding all his ferpentine working, 
his power, his and Jying wonders with all deceivab!enefle and un- 
Fighteoufne(s of them that perifh,not yet ended, 2Teb/2.And although 
this parrof the Image have already continued trom the 406. yeers ot 
‘falvation, 1238. ycers, and: {hall remain and live yet 22. ycers more 
to filluip and accomplij-his determined compleat number of 1666, 


Rey. 13.18. then, even'then, a ftone faith the truth, that was cut out 


without hands, {mote the Image upon his feet that were of Iron and 
Clay, and brake them fo pieces together, faiththe Text 5 and theyde- 
same like chaffe of the fammer threfhing floors, and the wind carryed them 
away, that no place wes found for them : and the gh that {mote the Image, 
became a greet filled the whole carth ; ot which great moun-~ 
tain we {hall {peak further in ics due place, according to the Prophets 
underitanding it, Da7,2.3 45 35-415 422439 449 


And al} the falfe Chrilts,and f. Apoftles,and falfe 


teachers, who {hall privily bring in damnable herefies, deceitful! wor- 


kers, Adatth.24. 29. T 13.22, 2 Pet.2. 2.2 Cor,11.33..3 
are 


| 


_ 
} 
t 
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Papift, and all otber berefies make one E nemy, 
- 


are alldenominated bythe name of Antichrifts, as che Apoftle Gith, 
1 Job. 2. 18. Little children, it is the laft time; and as you have heard 
that Antichrift fhall come; even fo noware there many Antichrifts, 
whereby wee know it is the laft time: and this Apoftle was well ac- 
quainted with thefe Antichrifts, thefe teachers of errors, and calls the 
Antichrift himfelf the falfe Prophet, Rev, 16.13. and with him all his 
wicked Clergie, and lying Priefts, Rev.19.20. and as the falfe teachers 
of the Synagogue of Rome ; and by cheir cunning corrupt doftrine, 
have deceived multitudes, and if it were poflible, would deceive even 
the very ele& : ‘fo all falfeteachers, before Popery was, and fuch as 
are now, and fhall be after ic, are of the fame company, the fame 
Church, the fame Synagogue with them, of what fe, order,or name 
foever they be, as before is touched : for as Kome is {piritually called 
B xhylon, which by interpretation is confulion; fo are all the Congre- 
gations and Churches amongft us, that are gathered, built, and cove- 
nanted by men,and according to their own invention, and the vifion 
of their own hearts ; and fo are not purchafed by the {ame blood, ga- 
thered by the Spirits power, and buile by Gods own hand, theyare 
all,even all of them {piritually, as Kome js,even Sodom and Eg ypt, Rev. 
11. 8 where allo our Lord was crucified, Kev. 18. 24. 

Here{. Youarevery plain, and exceeding round with us, take heed 
you be not too wile, noroverbold. 
Truth. Plainnefle and roundnefle is Truths badge, or note of diftin- 


_ don from others; fo 7acob my fon, my chofen one, is faid to bea 


a plain man, Ger. 25. 27. and all my works are perfe& round, that is, 
without any error,as D.vid faith, bee hath she round world, Pfal. 
89.11. which fhewes the globe of the earth to be round; and fo faith 
the Propher,l/2, Chap.40. 22. iris he that fittech upon the circle of che 
earth, chat is, the round of the earth. Prov. 8. 27. 

Heref. But why do you rank us of the Church of Rome 
the Herelies, and new dogtrines of late deviled and nominated? 
Wee can reckon our antiquity from the Apoftles, and that wee are de- 
{cended from them, we have, and continue ftill che very forme of the 
Church of Chrift and his Apoftles ; for we have che Pope, Peters fuc- 
cellor, Chrifts Vice-gerent here on earth,and anfwerable to the twelve 
Apoitles, wee have twelve Cardinalls, wee continue the i it 
hands, the wa(hing the Saints feet, the holy Unétion, auricular con- 
fe'lion,and {pirituall ab(olucion ; we have the Word and Sacraments, 
difcipline and execration, and therefore we are the Church of Chrift, 
and not an Antichriftian Church. | Trath, 


BO 
: 
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Truth difcovers the Papifts. 


- Tenth. You {peak like a Papift, and for the maintenance of th 
Romifh Church; for the Church of God, orKingdonre of heaven 
ftands not in outward obfervation, Luke 17.20. there’s as much dif- 
ference between the Church of Chritt and the church of Rome,as there 
isbetween outward {hew and inward truch, and as S* Palin Rom.1 4. 
17. fheweth us, what the Church is not, fo hee fheweth us what itis ; 
namely, mefle d pe and j in the Holy Ghift, and 4s it fol- 
lowes, For bee th st in theft things lerveth Chrift, is acceptable to Gud, and 

oved of men ; that ts, {pirteuall men. A- man may bein the outward 
and office of che Church, an Apo'tle, as Fads, an Evangelitt, as 
ema, a Dilciple, as Simon Magus, and-yet not of the true Church ; 
fuch men may be among!t them, and yet not of chem; as S*. Fubss 
{peakes : and the outward forme and manner of truz Chriftian 
Churches. are not mae. the fame; forche Primitive Church was 
as true a Church before they had’ Deacons, and ordained Elders 
in every city or Church, as it was afterwards; and for your 


great ones, chief of Cardinalls, except they be leaft in humility, © 


the moft vile in their owneyes; for this is a Paradox, a myfterie, a 


riddle to the world, that the lowe't is the highe’t, thelealtthegrea- — 


teft, the humbleft che maft honourable , and this is quite contrary to 
the fafhion of your Cardinalls,which our Lord laies down for an etec- 
nalleruth, 22.25, 261 Chap. 9. 49. bee that as fe aft among you al’, 


the fame {ball be great, chiet, or a Cardiaall, as the word Jignifierh - 


Your Pope, you fay, is Peters fucceflur, in what refpett, [ pray, in lord- 
fhip and fupreme authority? when you prove that Peter ever had fach 


purifdi€tion; then you fey fomething, buttill then you fay nothing. 


The truth is, Peter {ueceeded our Lord Chrift in the love of che truth, 
and faichfull obedience of his gracious Wordsand in denying himfelt, 
and taking up his crofie,and fuffering for the Gofpel the joyfull voyce ; 
and fo all faichte!] and tre Chriftians do fucceed Peter, and che reft 
ot the faichfull Apoftles: and this Jaw isunrepealable, ic cannot be al- 
tered, but fhall ftand’tirm to al] the Saints forever; for unto you it ¥ 
iven, faith the Apoftle, in the beb.slf of Chrift, not only to believe on bim. 
abjo to fuffer for bis (ake; Phil. 1.29. and he makes it a full refolu- 


foall fufer perfecution, 2 Tim. 3. 12. fo then: thofe that truly fucceed 
Peter, are thofe, and fuch as facceed him in fpiritual! things ; as in his 
repentance and faith, his love to Chrift and his truth, and his faith 
full fuffering for it,even til death, 2 Pet.s. 14. 


| 


to Timothy yes, faith he, and all thst will live godly in Chrift Jefus, 


And | 
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Popes Condition. 


And this wasit, when our Lord faith thus unto him, AZa:.1 6.17.98, 
Jd thou art Peter, that is, thou are a li i ftone of my {piritual) 
Temple, blefled of my Father from above tot purpote, and upon thy 
rack will I build my Church, &c.that is,the truch revealed,and given from 
heaven by God, afluredly received and believed by the cleé, acknow- 
ledged and obeyed by the believer to falvation ; this is the {pirimall 
houfe or Churcly, confifting all of living {pirituall ftones, ‘Chrift Jefus 
being the foundation or chief corner ftone;and the great Mafter work- 
man and builder of it himfelf, as the in teftifie, 1 Pet.2.2,3,4,°, 

6,7. Heb.8.2. of this Aflembly and neryeacion, doth our Lord 
tay, Yee are the {lt of the earth, yee are the light of the world, Mats. 13. 
ty. And] {xy unto you, that if two of you fhall agree on eartl, as tombin 
any thing they {ball aske, it {hall be done, &c. Matth. 18. 19. and alll 
only is the promife made,to receive the Spirit of God tolead and guide 
chem intoall truth, Fob. 16.13. And again,I will pray the Father, and 
ee {ball give you anather Comforter, that bee may abide with yor for ever, 
Joh. 14. 16. which Spirit of truth, is the great Subfticute and Advo- 
catethat Chrift hath left with his Church all the while of his perfo- 
nall abfence, through whole grace and'wifdome, they are they only 
that make ufe of the keys of thekingdome of heaven, according to 
Matth. 18. 18. Fob. 20. 13. | 98 

Therefore Pope,liay unto thee,thy vicardomeis blafphemy,thy keys 
arrogancy, thy chair fucceflion vanity, thy Cardinals and 
chiet Priefts Pharifees,thy impoflition impurity,thy wafhings unclean- 
nefs,thy holy unétion extreme pollution, thy Dofinns Idolizings, thy 
conteflions & abfolutions abominations;you fay you are the Church of 
Chriit,and that yourfucceflion is Apoftles,where hath Chaift 
and his Apoftles prefcribed to you that trafh and trumpery which you 
call pure & holy divinity, your breaden god,your unbloody facrifices, 
your golden pardons of all rates and prizes, your pilgrintages, your 
purgatories, your baptizings, to convey grace,and wal} away all man- 
ner of original fin,your idols,your altars,your mafles, your dirges,your 
execrations by bell book and candle, your Avie maries, and your bab- 
ling prayers by numbers in an unknown tongue, your flken COPss, 
your fhaven crownes, your vowed chaftitie and poverty, anda thou- 
fand more fuch fables and heathenifh imitations of the Heathens and 
wicked mens inventions, whichnow Geds Word by the tefimony ot 
his faichfull regenerated children of truth have for ever di 


you and your Religion, to be buta filthy heap or wall of mud a 
| 


g 
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The Popes Convittion. 


dirt,whited over: a painted Sepnichre, though outward to the fhew 
and appearance of men, beautified, trim’d and adorn’d with filver, 
gold,and.all manner of rich and precious things,under the mask of the 
Spirits ornaments, yet within, nothing but ftinking noyfome carrion, 
-rottennefle, filthineife and uncleanneffe,and all your abominable wor- 
fhip of the Heazihens, that you were to maintain for a day, a monéth, 
a yeere, the whole amounting to two and forty mioneths, that is, fo 
many yeers of dayes, even an 1260. yeers which is the antiquity you fo 
much brag of, & yet donot confider the older you are,the neerer your 
diffolution, notwithftanding your Religion be made and woven ofall 
the glorious matter of the ad of the Heatbenifh Monarchs that were 
before you, which were worfhipped with fuch vain pomp, varieties of 
voyces, and muficall Inftruments, as Rimmon and B2al, Afbtaroib and 
Milcom, and the reft ofabominations, that had Priefts and Altars,he- 
faintsand fhe-faints of their own makings,like unto you; as allo your 
devillith do&rines,juft after the manner & matter of the hezthens idols, 
Oracles which vain worldly glory hath fo lifted thee up with pride, 
that thou haft advanced thy {elf above the ftars of God ; yet let us 
wait now but a few dayes, and we {hall {ce thy glory fhame,thy great- 
neffe contemptuoufnes,thy gorgeous apparel nakednefS,thy life death, 
thy habitation deftruétion ; and as you have done cruelly to others, 
{0 fhall others deal cruelly with you, your name and generation fhall 
be utterly forgotten, and your judgement fhall {eile on you, fo that 
your place fhall be no more found, Rev. 17. 46. 

And you may aseafily keep the Suu from fhining, the wind from 
blowing, the $ea from motion, and the earth from {pringing, as to 
divert chis judgement of God determined againft thee; therefore, all 
vouthat will efcape her judgements, come out of her, and feparate 
your felves from her, left you partake of her fins, and be made par- 
takers of her plagues, 2 Cor.6.16. And what! fay unto you, the head 


of Se&s, I fay unto all the reft, Come out of Babylon, and tubmit to 


Sion, of which univerfall mother, Gal.;. 26. wee (hall often have occa- 
‘ion to defcribe and diféover. 

Heref: This man \isnot for our turn, hee is clear contrary to our 
doings, heupbraideth us with our offending the Law, and objeteth 
to our infamy the cran{greffings of our education. What will youcall 


che holy Church of Rome to queftion,thePope the holy Father? who,t 


an fure,is not Anticbriftsfor the Antichriftis fin,and not a man:but the 


Pope of Rome is the Father of the Church, lioly and good jand cme 
the 


9 


4 


The de{cription of the Familifts. 


the world the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift now by Images, as the Prophet 
Mofes taught the Fewes in Gods holy Law by Ceremonies heretotore. 
Truth. Thisman that fpeaketh now, is a Familifi, who, as he faith 
Sin is Antuhri ft, {o hee believeth, and teacheth that righteou(neffe is 
Chrift,and fo turns both Chrift and Azticbrift from perfons to quali- 
ties, and the whole Scripture inte Allegories, who by cunning and 
crafty expreflions exceeds all others in fulfilling that faying of our 
Lord, Alatth.2.4. 24. And there fhall arife falfe Chrifts, and fale Prophets, 
and this is {uch a falfe Chrift,and falfe prophet, as there is not the like 
in theworld; making Chrift a phantafie, a meere fiftion, a righte- 
oufnefle of their own invention, and {0 they conceive of Axtichrift to 
be Sin, which things of themfelves are not perfons, and yet they con- 
fefle and preach, that Chrift is the {ced of the woman, and {in the feed 
of the Serpent; and to deceive mens underftandings, fometimes they 
will call Chrift the new Man, and tin the old man, or humane nature 
of Chrift ; and fo in their preachings,writings,and conferences ufe the 
Scripture terms and phrafes; yea, their creed, or confeffion of their 
faith runs word for word with ours,only differing thus: for they make 
all their Articles to exprefle the prefent time, in thofe things wee be- 
lieve to be paft,and tocome; they do acknowledge Jefus of Nuxa- 
reth, but he to be no more Chrift the Saviour of the world, then they 
are that have taken in the light, as they ufe to {peak ; and upon this 
ground confefle, that every one of their illuminated ones are concei- 
ved of the Holy Ghoft, and born of the Virgin Adary, fuffered under 
Pontiws Pilate, are crucified, dead and buried, rifen from the dead the 
third day, and afcendinto heaven, and there fit on the right hand ot 
God the Father, defcend from thence, and now judge the world ; and 
all thefe things in a myfterie, a Metaphor and Allegory. You read,{ay 
they, of thefe things in theletter, 1600. yeers ago, but now they are 
in the newnefle of the Spirit, and according, to thefe principles cx- 
pound all the Scriptures, both of the old and new Teftament. Now 
fay they, is the wedding of Cazz of Galilee fulfilPd in the {pirit, 
where righteoufnefle is the Jefus, the union between God the Father 
and the Son, the Bride and the Bridegroom ; the mother of Jefus,they 


fay, is the word of truth that brings to 
the turning of water into wine, is the ol 


into {pirit ; fo that hereby the new man becomes co-deif'd with God, 
and God again co-hominifi'd with man ; and that now Chrift whips 
_ eutthe buyers and fellers out of the Temple, meaning by Chrift,righ- 


teouinelle, 


pas this holy marriage, and 
nefle turned to newnedle, flelh 


e 
y 
A 


teoufneffe, and by the buyers and {ellers,{ins and corruptions ; and by 
the Lb oy a mens bodies, expounding that Text, Hebr. 1.13. Sit on 
my right band, till I make thine enemics thy footftool, to be meant of their 
holy anointed ones;and when Chrift,which is righteoufnes, is rifen ir 
them by regeneration, then that faying is brought to pafle that is 
written, 13.14. 1Cor. 15-54. Death is fwallowed up in vidtory: 
they fay they are A4ofes, and the children of and all naturall 
men are Egyptians, which by converfion become I/raelites ; and that 
now ALjes is contending with Pharaoh the Devill, to bring thechofen 
of God through the red Sea, and barren, hard and defolate wilder- 
nefle into Canaan theland of reft, the peace of confcience, and favour 
of God; and that now God calls 4brabam out of Ur of the Chaldees, 
making it the land of devills,as the Hebrew word {ignifies, to fet forth 
to us, every unregenerate mans dark and {infull eftate naturally,and 
Gods calling of Abr4bam out of it, to go to a land he would give him, 
to fignifie unto us the convertion of a iinner to God, and Davids kil- 
ling Uriah, to fignifie the quenching the Spirit the Apoftledehorts 
from, and Reubens going up to his fathers bed, the weaknefles of fuch 


as are babes in Chrift, as S‘. John {peaks of, calling them little chil- 


dren, and young men, 1 Joh. 2.12, 13. And that inthis nonage,this 
youth of theirs, it is with their anointed ones, as it was with Chrift, 
which fignifies anointed, 1Zat. 3. & 4. who as {oon as God teitified to 
him from heaven, faying, This is my beloved Son, in wham I am well ples- 
fed; and when he had fafted and feparated himfelf from his naturall 
wayes and {infull afie&tions, forty dayes and forty nights, as ALfes 
was fortie dayes and fortie nights in the holy mount, where hee re- 
ceived the covenant of perfeétion in a figure. And the Text faith, af- 
termards be was an bungred, that is, this new man hungred and thirlted 
after righteoufnefle ; and asthe Text faith, Zhe tempter came to him, 
the meaning is,fay they, the finfull flefh, the enemy to the Spirit faid to 
hind f be the Son of God,command that thefe {tones be made bread,but 
the new man an{wereth, it is written, the man Chriit thall live by the 
truth, the Word of God ; then the tempter ufes other means, to have 
him to bea fel#juftifier, and account of himfelf as the holy Citie of 
God, & makes him to be advanced in his own thoughts, as the higheft 
ofall, asa pinacle jis above the reft of the building ; and then to pre- 
fume in his infanci¢,as if he had the experience of old age,and perteCti- 
on it felf, and fo the holy childe anfwers, thou ought{t not to tempt, 
but to wait patiently on thy Lord thy God. His chird and lait temp- 


C 2 | tation, 


Familifts Allegories fallifying Seriptures. 


Arrius his ConfefSton. 


tation, is the profier of the whole world unto this young manin 
Chrilt, but being now grown in ftrength, in righteoufnefle, makes a 

{peedy anfwer,Get thee behind me Satan,God 1s only to be worjhipped and 
ferved, fo the tempter left him, and the Angels miniftred unto him in 

all patlages of fervice, till they brought the holy One from one de 

gree to another to lit down at the right hand of the Father, and to 
come to judge the world. And of this {piricual] eftare do they under- 
{tand all the Scriptures that {peak of the refurre€tion of the body, un- 
derftanding it this fpirituall body, and this {piricuall refurrection, 

and that Chrift is dead or alive in every man in the world, dead in 
the natural! or dinful! eltate, and made alive, and raifed in the illu- 
minated eftate ; and the terms in Scripture of this prefent world, to 
be the fintull eftate, and the world to come the regenerated eltate, 
which they call perfe€tion,eternall life and the glory of the Father, 
the world without end, atiirming there {hall be no end of the heavens, 
and of the earth,the whole creation, but that ic {hall continue for ever 
fucceflively,one generation after another;and as man comes from God, 
fo he goes to God, in matter and time infinitely. Thefe and a thoufand 
grofie and blafphemous doctrines are the tenents of amilifts, 
which are the very depths of Satan, from which I wilh thee to repetit, 
if it niay be by any means obtained, and learn to leave otf your 
fecorn and contempt of Scripture-learning, and labour to be taught 
by the Spirit of truth in the true meaning of Gods Word. . 

Heref. Thefe do&trines which you call Familifts are the renents of 
N. H. thatisyHenry Nicholsjwho lived in Germany, and writ divers final! 
books, as The Gofpel of the kingdom, The Prophecy of the fpinit of lave, The 
Glafje of righteou{neffe, and divers others ; but alchough he be a feducet 
and grofly deceived, to the overthrow of the faith of our Lord Jefus 
Chri(t,in affirming holineffe and righteoufnefle to be Chrilt the Lord; 
now lam {0 far from his opinion, that I think Jefias the Prophet ot 
Nazareth, to be only man, that is, meere man, and not God and 
man, and to partake of the Deity no more then any other natural! 
man doth. 

Truth. You exprefle your felfe to be an Arrian; for Arrixs 
that proud Bifhop, whofe time was above 200. yeeres after the 
Apottles, and did then fall from the truth of the Scriptures, as they 
clearly fet forth our blefled Saviour in his divine nature as well asin 
his humane, and invented and broacht, divulged and publifhed this 
herelie, that Jefus Chri was only man, and not God, which p08 
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Artians Perfecution, 1 50. 13 


backt with his authority, proved a great and cruell perfecution 
againft the faithfull and true Chriftians, 150. yeers together, as 
Eccleliafticall Hittories, according with the plain and holy Word of 
God, do declare, as itappeares in the tirkt of Fob, compared with 
Genefis 1.and Prov.8. 23, 23,24. and John, that beloved of the Lord, 
Revelations the 9". chapeer, makes a full and plain defcription of the 
perfon of Arvius his power, authority, and the compleat time of his 
perfecution and talfe doétrine, where he deciphers his perfon, by the 
appellation and name of a ftar, ver{)1. chereby.lignitying hee was a 
high and great light in the Church, even in the rank and courte of the 
Apoitles, for {o are theycompared and called, Rev. 12. and that this 
ftar was great in the outward office of che Church, is farther intima- 
ted in thefe words, in laying, bee fell from heaven, that was, from the 
purity of the doftrine of the Saints, preached and planted by Chrifts 
faichfull Apoftles and Eyangelifts; and in chat itis faid, bee fell 
the earth, it fhewcth, that ashe fell from the light of the truth, fo he 
fell into grofle corrupt heretical! darknefle,apottatizing ; and as op- 
polite ro the fincerity of the truth he formerly profefled, as the curled 
polluted earth is to the; pure undetiled heavens; and as ic is faid, 7) 
bom was given thekey of the pit, it fhewes the permiilive powes 
that fbuld be granted) idgiven cohim; that as hee loved lies more 
then truth f@bethatiy God of eruth thould give him up to ftrong 
deiu:ions to belicve If and having in himfclf an adulterous 
heart, a fit receptacle f4 an error {0 abominable, doth with as greata | 
longing deiire, vrcach died publifh ic co corrupt others like himfelf, by 
all wayes'and means as firft his own thiritic decett was 
not fatished, proved in thefe words, ver{. 2. And hee opened the bottom- 

lef pit, and there arofe a fmrak out of the pityas the (mask of a great furnace, 

declaring hereby, the nature of cheir corrupt doctrines, even fuch as 7 
{moak, foot and tilch, compared co the pure air, and wotull darknede § | 


to the glorious Sun-light. eB 
The truth of God,whofe fhining purity was obfcured and darkned, 
as ic followes in the next words, by reafon of the fmoak of the pit 5 and 
the Text faith, verf-3. And there came out of the fmoak Locufts upon ge 
the earth, which fhewes the great fuccefle and large increafe of fale . 
doétrines, which are no fooner conceived and borne, but prefently ic _ 
brings forch abundantly a viperous and wicked brood, good for no- 
thing but deftruction icXelf, and cheir great powers t0 burt a Scorpi- 


oa, whichis the moft cruell and venimous of all creeping things, 


¢ 
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“Athanalins (ole oppofer of the Arians. 


And asthey arecruel, fothey are cunning, crafty, and unavoidable 
by it is incurable ; of fuch dangeroug 
herefie feethe cruelty, 6. their 
cunning, eceit, ver}. 75 35 95 10,11. 
The Apoftle alfo by divine infpiration, fets down the full and com- 
leat time of this Arrian perfecution,faying,I+ fhall be five moneths that 
is, moneths of yeers, accounting as before, in the audit of Antichrift, 
thirty dayesto a moneth, which muhtiplied by five, amounts in the to- 
tall, to one hundred and fifty yeers, prophetically reckoning a day for 
a yeere, as Exek. 4.6. which herefte was grown to fuch a height of 
efteemand applaufe, that the then Chriftian Emperour call’d a gene- 
rall Councel of all the Bifhops in Chriftendome, to confirm and efta- 
blith this abominable falfe do&trine by a canon, or Ecclefiafticall de- 
cree, to be an unqueftionable verity : from which conclufion, not any 
one of the learned Doétorsdid diflent, but only godly Athanafiuc, 
who by his alone wifdome and great knowledge in the Scriptures, did 
proteft and declare. againft this dark and {moakie error ; and hema- 
naged and maintained thetruth fo clearly by the authoritie 
Writ,that as Chrift was perfeé&t man, fo hee was truly God, God and 
man, our alone Saviour,through which his grave and folid arguments 
raifed from the beginning of the Evangelifts,of S*. Fubn,and other ho- 
ly Scriptures, he gained the moft.of the generall Couneel to be of his 

and ju t, whereupon they prevailed with him to make and 
write that: and excellent Creed, call’d.after his own name, 
even the Creed of Atbanaftus, which then, and ever fince, hath been 
imbraced,approvedshonoured, &.confefled of all Chriftian Churches, 

oughit is now negletted, as gold in the duft, and pearles by the 
ignorant Gock in che dunghill, and fables in comparifon, even husks, 
preferred before the verity thereof, through the blindnefle of this 


Herel, Alchough che Popes 
fons and caufes 


univerfall fiypremiaeie in and over all per- 
and civil, be at.error, and alfo herefie, 
to.deny the humane nature of Chrift, as doch the F amilifis, and as bad 
: in Arriws, to deny the divine nature of our Lord and Saviour, for lam 
of Athanafins hismind, That bee was God of the fubftance of the Father, 
begotten before theworld were made, and man of the {ubftamce of theme 
sber born in she world, perfec Gud and perfett man, for. as the reasonable 

And alfoI believe and maintain, that every man naturally, hath 


ans free-willa carnallconceit. 


fee will todo pood,2s well.as free will to doevill; and that a Chrifti- 


an mans ftanding in the grace and favour with God,depends upon his 


and that there is no more, 
or other certainty of falvation, then that man by his own free good 


will continues obedient to Gods Word; fo that a man may bs the 
childe of God to day, and the childe of the Devill tomorrow. 
Truth. You that did laft opens fhew your felf to be an Arminian ; 
for although you confefle many et indeed you differ no more 
from a Papift then Arminiae,. wee wicked heretike did, and in your 
alls for you all chm grace, you agree with the 
eT ee for three are but one in thefe two 


Freewill. that all men naturally have 
as great freedome and power of will to do good, as to do evill, thisis 


a grofle error, and direétly plain Scriptures 
for the Apoftie faith, It is God that both to will and so 
do of bis good pleafure, Phil. 2. 1 cheer pea 


Not that we are fieffictent of our elves totbink any thing as of our felves, but 

our fufficiencte ¢ of God; and this is the faith and confeflion of the 
whole ChurchofGod: Ifa. 26.12. Lord, thou wilt ordain for Uy 
for thou alfo haft wrought all owr seorks in ws for 

‘The error of Free will, is a carnall , and naturally men are 
inclined to it, and che holy it in his da 
who writing to the fcattered Tribes, faith, pis ought to fay, if the 


will, and not to fay as you have affirmed your taith ro be, Weewill | 


go, &c. Fames 2. 13. 15+ So that it is plain, no man of himfelf hatch 


freedome of will to do good; but there is no queftion but every man. 


hath treec:ome of will todoenill, as faith the Prophet, Ferem. 4.22! 


- Secondly, ape: of the uncertainty of the Elects called and 


fandtified eftate in Chritt b regeneration, fhewes plainly you do not 
know what.icis to be a Chriftian. indeed and tnuly, for if you did, 


are as mount Sidn, which cannot be removed, but abiderh for ever 3 as telti- 
het, Pfal. 19651. and che Apo es the reafon of it, 

tof corner frome thereof  Chrift, that ly, chofen and pre- 
this doctrine is that which our Lord 


greater 


taught us, U/pomghis rock , faith he, will. build my Church, 
gts bl pl Marke what. 


you would know usis\truch undoubtedly chat they dct truft 
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16 Once regenerated, and truly perpetuated. 


greater contrary powercan there be, then the gates of hell, and yet 
that, even the ftrength of all the powers of the Devill fhall notbe able 
todo that which you affirm they fhall, and the reafon thereof oy; 
Lordhimfelr gives, Fob. 10.27, 28, ALG fheep beare my voyce, and I 
wom them, and ibey follow me, and I give unto them eternall life, and they 
{inall never perifity neither {ball any pluck them out of my hand; my father 
hich gave them me, ws greater then all, and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my fathers band : I and my F ather are one. 

And that great experienced man of the love of Gad, even above the 
relt of his fellowes, {peaking of the blefled eftate of the regenera 
Ele&t, 1 Pete1. 2535 faith, They were eleed according to the fare 
vrapledze of God, begotten again to a lively hope, by the refurreciion of Te 

us Chyift pom the dead, to a glorious undefiled inberitance, of which itn 
impollible we fail of, who arekept by the power of Gud through 
wutv (alvation;and thofe fweee words of our Lord are of efficacy to gain 
he moft contrary heart to the belief of this truth, 7ob.17.11. Holy Fa 
her keep through thy bely namethofe that thou haft given mee, that they may 
ONE af We are OMe. 

Now Arminius fee the fure and certain eftate of a regenerated 
Chriltian fo fure as God is furesand unchangeable,as Chrift, the fame 
yelterday,to day and for ever, evernall as the Holy Ghoft; even foare 
they chat are madeone with God, who truly have fclowfiip with the 
Father, and with the Son, Fefws Chrift, 1 Job.1.3. For be that (anctifieth 
and they that are (anttified, are all of one as brethren are one,Heb.2.11. 

and as the tree and the branches are one, Fob. 15.5. even fo is Chritt 
| and the regenerated man, Oh happy are the people that are in fuch 
a Cate. 

Heref- At the firft I thought what we fhould find of you,but now 
have ready a multitude of Scriptures to fhew to you,that which I main- 
tain to be eruth,and by them I thall difcover you,! hope,to be untruth: 
The firlt place is, Exek.1 8.24. When the rightesus man turneth away from 
bis fie, and committeth iniquity, and dyeth in thems, be {ball dit 

for theimiquity he hath done, again, our Lord. himéelf faith, Every branch 
1 me that beareth not fruit, He (that issGod) taketh amay, that is, cut 
veth off trom the Vine, 70.15. 2. And many of Chrifts Di{ciples were 
ottended at the truth of his dof&trine, and turned arvay, Or went backe, 
chatis, lett him for ever, Job.6. 66. others réceived the Word gladly, 
aud indured for a while believers, but mben tribrelation and perfecutton 
aid arise, the Word, they were offenderdand fll Mat. 3 


| 

Leke 8.13. yea, the Apo'te is more particular, Hebr. 6. 4, §, 6. for 
he {peaks of as were made partakers of the Huly Ghoft, and bad 1 a- 
fred of the good ' rd of Godyand the powers of the world te come; and yet 


notwithftandiny all this, to fall aways as not to be renewed agzing by 
ance; yea, tive fame Apoftle fheweth farther, Heb. 10.29. thata ' 


fice may be ian€titied by the blood of the Teftament, and afterma-ds tread 


under foot the Son of God, and count the fame blood a: an unboly 


thing, and defpite the Spirit of Grace. And S*. Peter, 2 Pet. 18. 19, 20. 
fpeaks of fome that were clean efcaped from the corruptions of the world, 
through the knowledge of the Lard and Saviour Fefus Chrift, and yet after 
shis to be in: angled and overcome ag sin, whofe latter end worfe then their 
beginning ; thele, and many more are the ground of my do&rine. 
Truth. And fecondly,I aniwer,thefe Scriptures rightly underftood, 
make nothing at all forthe maintenance of your error, butin truth it 
tcacheth us, that we ought heedfully to obferve the diftin&ion in one 
and the fame terme, which mutt be generally and really obferved 
throughout the Scriptures, which hereafter I {hall more fully difcover, 
when any of the Anabaptifts fhall {peak ; and in the mean while, I 
pray contider of the terms in thofe Scriprures you have alledged, as 
the term faith to believe the Word, the affection of jey and 
nefle in the knowledge of it, a relifh and tafte of the f and 
goodnefle in it for the prefent, wich fome apprehention of the glori- 
ous things of the world to come, and through the operations of its 
— working in thofe that received ic, as chat it ts faid, they were wafhed 
and fanétified, and yet afterwards never the better for all this, nay, 
worte atlaft thenat firft ; for it fhall aggravate their condemnation : 
this fhewes plainly, that the new and living way of life is fet open un- 
to all, by the generall and particularadminiftration of the Gofpel, 
and that men by the common gifts of the Spirit; may attain to many 
excellent grades, even beginnings to the peculiar and fpeciall gifts, to 
which whofdever attaineth, {hall never fall and perifh, which dif- 
fering effect of the Gofpel is cleerly fet forth unto us inthe foure’ 
grounds mentioned by our Lord; the Seeds-man was one and the 
fame, and the feed it felf was fo alfo, and yet took not the fame ef- 
fe& in all, although itwas fowne andca into them all. | 
The high-way fide were hard hearted, ignorant men, whofe hearts 
had not earth to cover the feed, and the wicked one came and {tole it amay, 
in the chorny and ftony ground it fprung upinto a blade, in theone it 


fail’d, becaulg ic could not take root for ftones ; in the other, 
| D the 


| 
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Diverfe effects of the Gofpel. 


the thoraes choakt it; the good ground never failed, becaufe the feed 
took deep root, the hard way was broken up and ploughed, fo chat 
the feed was covered, that the fowls of the air could not find ir, 
to fteel it, the ftones could not hinder the taking root downwards, for 
chey were cat out by repentance : nor the thornes choake it in 
{pringing upwards, for the pleafures of this world, and the cares of 
unr  tonnin riches are both forfakeu, fo that the happy fuccefle and 
profperity of it was not hindred nor prevented, but the broken peni- 
tent heart underftands,retains and keeps the Word, and bringeth forth 
fruit with patience, Luke.8.15-when as the pther three forts of grounds 
brought nothing to perfection, ver/. 14. Now thefe feverall grounds,» 
briefly fhew us how all your mentioned Scriptures are to be under- 
ftood, even as the Parable fets forth unto us the differing eftate of men 
under the means of the Gofpel ; and fo alfo doth the branch in Chrift 
that is fruitfull, which God purgeth, chat it may bring forth more 
fruit, and the fruitlefle branch in the Vine Chrift, which God cutteth 
offto beburned; in this diftinction doth the Prophet Ezekiel! {peak, 
calling that man righteous in the Scripture you firlt mentioned, who 
was fo made rightcous by the common gifts of the Spirit, as the three. 
bad grounds ; and in chisdiltin&tion we are tounderftand, that.a man: 
may become tanftified by the blood of Chrift, and yet afcerwards. 
tread it under foot, as Judas, when he was a preacher, and yet after- 
wards fell tobe a Traitor, tokill che Lord, that formerly in fome re- 
ipe& he ferved,and ditievenc’d trom other men by his holy imploiment 
of his Apottolicall, office,as hee was that took the Plough by the hand, 
and afterwards laoked back, thereby making himfelfuncapable of that 
eftate in which before hee ftood in, Luke 9.62. and the Apoftlemakes 


this clear to the Corinthians, {peaking, that the Gofpel to fome is the 


favour of life unta life, and to others, the favour of death unto death, 
2 Cor.2.1§, 46. not thatit is fo of it felf, but occafionally : as the Sun 
in the Firmament, that isoneand the fame in, ig felf, yet through ac 
cidents in the fubje&, it fottens ice, and hardens clay ; fo likewife is 
the adminiftration of the Gofpel falvation to them that receiveand 
obey it, and damnation tothofethat negle&t andcontemn it, as in pro- 


phane Efaus cafe, and the blefledpefle of Facob, both fons of I/zac, the 


one felling his birth-right for a,mefs of :pottage, the other feeking 
and ftriving for it with prayers and tears : fo that it appeares plainly, 
that the pe pe rightly underftood are againft your erroneous opi- 
thas truth of God which before I have 


proved 


and of them 


‘ 
i. 


proved to you, that whofoever believeth, “and is baptized thall be faved 
. ashereatter I fhall open more at large ; for hee is the wife Chiiftian 
that heareth, and doth build on a rock ofa deep foundation ; fo hae 
it ftood ftill, notwithftanding the great billowes of che flouds,. the 
huge ftorms of the winds and ers, when the foolifh Chriftian, the 
fine built houfe was overthrown thereby, having wo foundation, and 
great was the fall of it, A4at. 7.25, 27. | 
Heref, Of late, through the knowledge of the Scriptures,men have 
come to fee and underftand the fuperftidon of Popery, the blafphemy 
of F amilifts, the grofle errors and abfurdities of Arrins and Arminius, 
and that they are a feduced and deceived. dalbiise + 
_ Butwe have found a rule of truth in Gods Word, plainly dire&ting 
us to the making matter of the Church of Chrift, and none but fuch 
as are quallified by faith, are fe fubje&s for baptifme, which faith is 
wrought by teaching, and then baptifme or dipping admits and gives 
entrance unto {uch believers, to have communion in Church-fellow- 
thip with usinall the other holy ordinances of God, which Church 
and ordinances are not underftood, but negleted and contemned of 
all che Heretikes you have named and conferred with before,therefore 
we re the true Ser, 5 for we profefle but one Lord, one Faith, and 
one baptifme, Ephe/. 4. 5. 
Trath. Sir, I perceive are an Ansbaptift, and therefore! thall 
make good my late ife, and indeed, fome thirty yeers i 
ince, M'. Morton, a Teacher of a Churchof the Ansbaptifts in New- iii: 
gate, then his confefhon comprehended all the errors of the Ar- i 
minians which now of late, many that gounder your name, in and i 
about London diflent from, as it feems you do. ) | 
And therefore in Anfwer to you I fay, that the terme baptifme in li 
Scriptures (as well as faith and Lord) hath divers fignifications,fome- ii 
times to fignifie fufferings, as AZ2tth. 22. at other times outward bap- it 
tifme, as baptizing our Saviour, a holy fubje&, Ast. 3.16. and 
Simon alfo believed,and was baptized, A&s8. 13: which was an evil! un- q 
teman, and yet admicted, and continued in the commion fel- | 
lowfhip of theChurch with Philip, {0 alfo by baptifme we are to un- 
derftand inward baptifne ; fometimes repentance, and fometimes re- i 
miffion of fins, for {0 faich the Bapraft himfelf, AZatth. 3.11. I baptize 
you with ww aver unto repentance, by which indeed he wrought ce 
in them, but he that comes after me, &c. be fball baptize you wit palit i 
Ghoft, fire, thatis, hee fhould the penitent ; whic 
2 two 
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The fignifications of the word Baptifme. 19 
| 


two {peciall admini‘trations are the cwo.parts. of regeneration, accor- 
ding to that in Luke 24.'47- That repentance and remiffion of fins {bould 
be preached in the name of Chrift ; to likewife by baptiline we are toun- 
derftand both the parts of regeneration together, where the Apostle 
faith as many of you as bave been baptized into Chrifl, put om Chri 
Gal. 3.27. and in chis fenfe it is called the Laver of regeneration, or the 
wafbing of regeneration, Tit. 2.5. Thele differing lignifications, being 
plain, Imarvelled co tind (ome of your company to maintain the con- 
trary, of purpole, I fuppofe, to. avoid the diftinétion, that fo clearly 
| 
 Youaffirm you have founda rule in the Scripzures,plainly directing 

how the matter of the Church is made, and chat is,lay you, by teach- 


Of Circumcifion and Baptifme. 


ing and baprizing,and yet you,not diltinguilhing of cicher,{ay nothing 


daveth noc; for chisa man may have and perith, as thofe Difciples chat 


truly in neither or both; tora man may be taughc and baptized,.and 
thereby be made a Diiciple in the outward proteflion of che truth, as 
the high-way,ftony and chorny ground, as Simon ALag us, Dems, Hy- 
minews, Pboilesws, Ananiat and the inceftuous perfon in che 
Church of Cerinthyand fuch,whoie belly was their God,in the Church 
ot Philippi, who nocwith ftanding, they were all taughe and baptized, 
yet not any one ‘of them any part or portion of the Church ot Chiilt, 
again{t which che gates ot Hell (hall not prevail, therefore the ground 
and toundation of your Church is fand, and char will fail you, and ic 
is very falfe and contrary to the matter of the true Church: for the 
Scripuure faith, Though Ifrsel be as munzrous as the {and of the fea, yes bust 
a remnant (hall repent and be faved, Rom.9.27. and yet they are called 
the people of Gud, I{a.10.22523. and. fo all taught, and all circumci- 
fed ; and che fame di‘tin&tion the Scripiures make of baptifme, the ve- 


fame is of circumeilion, fur che tel& fame, operation that cir- 


eumciion had in the Church of the Femes, oucward.carnally in the 
flefh, and inward {piricually in. the heart,of thefame diftinétion and 
operation is bapti{me in the Chriltian Church, the 
ter, or dipping in-water, is the doing away the filth of the flefh,which 


fell away from no mre mith bim, Joh.6..66. but the 
walhing or baptiime that faveth,1 Pet.3.21.18 the anfwer of a good confci~ 
ence unite God by the refurrettion of Chrift, not the wafhing ofthe 
fieth,but the purifying of the heart by faich;and chis {pirituall baptifme 
orswafbing it is that works that full affurance of faith ;,baving our bearts 
ffrinkled from au evil con{cierce by the blood of Chriftandexr bodies w a{bed, 


| 
| 

| 

if 

| 

| 

| 

| 


< 
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Baptifme and Csrcumcifion compared, 
pure water 10.22.that water that Chritt giverh his Difciples, 
Job. 4-%4- and wafheth his Apoftles with, Jobn 13. and this is that 
which maketh thetruly faichfull Few by vertue of the circumcifion of 
the heart, and che truly fairhfull Chriftisn by vertue of the baptiime of 
the hearc all one, as che holy Apoftle faith, and thae God did beare 
witnefle- wich him alio co the truth of it, chat there is no difference 
between us and chem, chat is, us Fewes, and them Gentiles, purifying 
their bearts by faith, Aéts 15.8,9. and the Scriptures thew, that the 
es did well know, that when che Mefliah fhould come, that then 
pufme or wafhing fhould be the diftin&tion of Chriftians from others; 
as circumcition by Gods owmordinance was the diltin&tion the Femes 
bad from all the peuple of che whole world: and theretore it is writ- 
ten, that when the fe-wesfent Priefts and Levices of the Phzri fees from 
ferufalem to Fobn the Baptift, to beyond Fordsn, where Fobn 
was baptizing, the meflengers aske him whether he were che Chrift,or 
Elias, or che Prophet, and upon his anfwer, no, that he was not, they 
then asked hima my bee did baptize then, hereby cleerly fhewing, that 
they underftood by the Scriptures, that when Elias , Meiliah, and 
the Prophet toretold of fhould come, chat then baptifme fhould be in 
ule in che Chnreh, and accordingly ic was fo practifed by Fobn the 
Bapcift, Chriit and his Apo'tles, and ever {ince continued, and of the 

fame ule to Chriftians, both outwardly and inwardly, as circum- 
cifion was to the Fewes. And the Apoftle tothe Church of Coloffe, 
ufeth boch the terms, baptifme and circumeifion, to fet forth and 
teach untous,one and che famething in Jefus Chrift, Co/.2. 10, 11,12. 
Tow.are comple st, {aich he, in Chrift, sebich is the bead of all principalities 
and power, in whom yos are circu-ncifed with the circumcision made 
without hands, inputting off the body of the fins of the flefb, by the circum- 
cifton of Chrift, buried with bimin b sptifme, wherein alfo you are rifen with 
bim through the faith of the operation of God, &c. 

Mark now friend, Assbaptift,che truth of chis doctrine of the cleer 
diftinétion the Holy Ghoft makes of baptifme and circumcition, and’ 
in both double and rwoefuld; as in circumcifion, the one outward, 
the other inward ; fo in baptifme, both inthe flefh, and both in the 
heart, both made by hands, and both without hands; aman may 
partake of both in one.diftinétion, and perifh, buc whofoever doth re-- 
ceive one or both, in.che {peciall fenfe, hee fhall be faved: and.as the 
terms in the meaning doagree, fo they do both agrecin their admini~. 
ftration; for as Abrabam seceived the fign of circumeilion, a 
| t 
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Circumcifion and Baptifme. 


two fpeciall admini‘trations are the two. parts of regeneration, accor 
ding to that in Luke 24.:47. That repentance and remiffion of fins (bould 
be preached in the nam: of Chrift ; fo likewife by baptilme we are tuun- 
derftand both the parts of regeneration together, where the Apofile 
faith,as sny of you as have been baptized into Chrifl, put om Chri 
Gal. 3..27. and in chis fenfe it is called the Laver of regeneration, or the 
waafbing of regeneration, Tit. 2.5. Thede differing lignifications, being 


plain, Imarvelled co tind {ome of your company to maintain the con- 


trary, of purpole, I fappofe, to avoid the diftinétion, that fo clearly 
difcovers your error. 

You affirm you have founda rulein the Scripzures,plainly dire Ging 
how the matter of the Church is made, and chat is,lay you, by teach- 
ing and baptizing,and yet you,not dittinguilhing of cicher,fay nothing 
truly in neither or both; fora man may be taught and baptized, and 
thereby be made a Diiciple in the outward proteflion of the truth, as 


the high-way,ftony and chorny ground, as Simson ALag us, Dems, 


minews, Pbilesws, Ananias and Saphira, the inceftuous perfon in che 
Church of Cerinthyand fuch,whoile belly was their God,in the Church 
ot Philippi, who nocwith ftanding, they were all taughc and baptized, 
yet not any one of them any part or portion of the Church ot Chiiit, 
again{t which che gates ot Hell thall not prevail, therefore the ground 
and foundation of your Church is fand, and char will fail you, and ic 
is very falfe and contrary to the matter of the true Church: for che. 
Scripture faith, Though Trae! be as munzrous as the {and of the fea, yes bust 
a remnant fh.ll repent and be faved, Rom..9.27. and yet they are called 
the people of Gud, Ia.10.22,23. and. fo all taught, and all circumci- 
fed ; and the {ame di‘tinG&ion the Scrip. ures make of baptifme, the ve- 
ry fame is faid of circumeilion, for che telf fame, operation.that cir- 
cumcilion had in the Church of the Fees, ontward.carnally in che 
flefh, and inward fpiricually in. the heart,.of thefame diftinétion and 
operation is bapti{me in the Chriltian Church, the wafhing wich we~ 
ter, or dipping in-water, is the doing away the filch of the flefh,which 
faveth noc; for this.a man may have and perith, as thofe Difciples chat 
fell away from Chri?,and svslked no mre with bim, Yoh.6..66. but the 
walhing or 1F that faveth,1 Pet.3.2 1.18 the anfwer of a good con{ci» 
ence wmte Gad by she refierrettion of Fefus Chrift, not the wathing, ofthe 
fiefh,but the purifying of che heart by faich;and chis {pirituall baptifme 
ersafbing it is that works that full affurance of faith ;bavimg our bearts 
ffrinkled from au confcience by the blood of Chriftyand our 
wi 
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Baptifme and Csrtumcifion compared, 


with pure water Heb. 10. 22.that water that Chritt giveth his Difciples, 
Job. 4-%4- and wafheth his Apoftles wich, Jobn 13. and this is that 
which maketh thetruly faichfull Few by vertue of the circumcifion of 
the heartyand the truly fairhfull Chriftisn by vertue of the baptiime of 
the hearcall one, as che holy Apoftle faith, and that God did beare 
witnefle- wich him alio co the truth of it, chat there is no difference 
between us and them, that is, us Fewes, and them Gentiles, purifying 
their bearts by faith, A&s 15.8, 9. and the Scriptures thew, that the 
ewes did well know, that when che Mefliah fhould come, that then 
pufme or wafhing fhould be the diftin &ion of Chriftians from others; 
as circumcition by Gods owmordinance was the diltin&tion the Femes 
bad from all the people of che whole world: and therefore it is writ- 
ten, that when the fe-wesfent Priefts and Levites of the Pbzrifees from 
ferufalem to Fobn the Baptift, to Betbsbars beyond Fordan, where Jobn 
was baptizing, the meflengers askt him whether he were che Chrift,or 
Elias, or che Prophet, and upon his an{wer, no, that he was not, they 
then asked hina why bee did baptize then, hereby cleerly fhewing, that 
they underftood by the Scriptures, that when Elias , Methiah, and 
the Prophet toretold of fhould come, that then baptifme fhould be in 
ufe in che Chnrch, and accordingly ic was o practifed by Fubn the 
Bapcift, Chriit and his Apo'tles, and ever tince continued, and of the 
fame ule to Chriltians, both outwardly and inwardly, as circum~ 
cifion was to the fewes. And the Apoftle tothe Church of Coloffe, 
ufeth boch the terms, bapdiime and circumcifion, to fet forth and 
teach untous,one and che famething in Jefus Chrift, Co/.2. 10, 11,12. 
Tow.are comple at, faith he, in Chrift, sebich is the bead of all principalities 
and power, in whom a!fo yox are circincifed with the circumeifion made 
without hands, inputting off the body of the fins of the flefh, by the circum- 
cifton of Chrift, buried with bimin b sptifme, wherein alfo you are rifen with 
bim through the faith of the operation of God, &c. 
Mark now friend, Anasbaptift,che truth of this doctrine of the cleer 
diftin&tion the Holy Ghoft makes of bapcifme and circumcifion, and 
 tnboth double and rwoefuld; as in circumcifion, the one outward, 
_ the other inward ; fo in baptifme, both inthe flefh, and both-in the 
heart, both made by hands, and both without hands; aman may’ 
partake of both in one diftinétion, and perifh, buc whofoever doth re-: 
ceive one or both, in.the fpeciall fen{e, hee fhall be faved: and.as the 
terms in the meaning doagree, fo they do both agrecin their admini- 
ftrasion; for as Abrabam received the fign of circumeilion, a 
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A three-fold Faith, 


of ube of faith which be biad wor 
fen Rom. 4.415 {0 the regenerate and faithfull 
God, banid, in whom was no guile, the Eunuch, Lydia, and Com 


 melins, of whom the Holy Ghott bears witnefle that they were true 


worlhipers of God, thefe all, as Abrabam, had the inward baptiime of 
the blood of Chritt chrough faith, in che promife, before they recei- 
ved che outward baptifme,the wathing their bodies with water, a live- 
ly reprefentation of the walhing their hearts by the blood of the Lamb 
hrift. 
And for the general! ufe of Baptifme, asin the Jewes Church, all 
that believed the Law of God wereto be circumcifed, and fo admit- 
ted into the Congregation and communion of all the holy ordinances 
of Gods worlhip and fervice: fo now, who ever believes that Chritt is 
¢ome in the fielh, and acknowledgeth the glad tidings of the Gotpel, 
the Miniftery and Do&rine of Chrift and his Apoftles to be the truch, 
they uponthis generall or hiftoricall faith, ought to be baptized, and 
to be admitted to communion in the Word and Sacraments, as Simon 
Magus, Dems, the faulty Chriftians inthe Church of Corinth, anda 
thoufand more had, as the Scriptures {hew ; fo that now you fee Gods 
Word forces yqu to diftinguith of baprifme, and {0 alfo of the terme 
Faith, and the name Lord, and yet but one baptifme, one faith, and 
one Lord to falvation. 
Now the Scriptures plainly fet forth unto us a three-fold faich 
which may be truly diftinguifhed by thefe termes,hiftoricall, miracu- 
lous, or jultitying taich, and all thefe a full afflurance, and are to be 
believed with allche heart; of the two firlt forts, wicked men, devils, 


- may artake of them as wellas the Saints,yea,fometimes exceed there- 
in: 


toe Judas wrought miracles among the twelve, but John the Ba 
tilt did no miracle, faich the Text ; fomany are called to believe 


truth, to work in the Vineyard, but few are chofen unto falvation and 


rewarded with ¢ternall life, that is the fpeciall peculiar faith,’ Fob.7-38. 
that whofoever believeth fhall not perifh, bur have eternall life. And 
there is a great deal of ditlerence between him that by faich eateth 
Chrifts fleth, and drinketh his blood to eternall life, Fob. 6.54. and 
their faith by which they are baptized, preach and commumicate in 
the other ordinances, and boldly pray and call upon the name of 
Chrift, and yet notwithftanding are not acknowledged by him, but 
{hut out and ex¢luded from eternall life, and aflign’d and fentenced t0 _ 
everlafting deftru&ion,and to be rewarded asthe workers of a 

ow 


22523, 
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Now, confidering how cleare the Scriptures are in diftinguithi 
between faith and faith, Idid admire (when I was in company with 
) to fee you al] {0 earneft, as in baprifme,fo in faith, to maintaine 
one fort under either term, wherefore would here make the feve- 
rall definitions of faith, thereby to make the diftin@tions the more 
clear,but chat I fhall do hereafter,when I come'to {peak of the Antine- 
mians miftakes inthefe things alfo ; and I much marvell at your igno- 
rance in Scripture diftinCtions, for as much as you all profefle you read 
them much, in which, you diftinguifh rightly, you can under- 
ftand no truth cleerly nor fully ; for the letter of the Scriptures are 
but the body or corps, but itis the intention and meaning of the Holy 
Ghoft, by the words of the Text, which is the fpirit-and life of them, 
therefore it doth behove us, and ftands.usin hand to take heed we do 
not miftake the meaning of Gods Word, nor to give any other fenfe 


or expofition then that whichis its own,left we be found fach as fight 


inft che Scriptures, and by falfe and lying interpretations, violate 
GodsLaw, and wage war to kill and flay the rwo witnefles, the old 
and new Teftaments, the lamps and light of truth, Rev. 11. 7,8. let 
us take heed of this, brethren, for the judgement againft this fin is 
written and revealed already (to adde or diminifh from the Word of 
God) to. be a heavie, inevitable, difmall, curfed fentence, Deut. 4. 2. 
Prov. 30,6, Rew 22. 28, 

And if you had confidered the Scriptures concerning the name of 
God, and Lord,you fhould have found even the Apoftle himfelfe to 
expound to the Church of Corinth, what he meant by his fpeaking or 
writing to the Church of Epbefus, One Lord, &e.for hee faith, there be 
many Lords and many gods, focall'd, both in heaven and carth, but to us, 


faith he, there 1 but one God the Father, of whom are all things, and wee 


im, Cor, 8.55.6. there is but one fuch a Father,'and' Lord, and ho- 
Spirit, who is the giver, the purchafer and-worker of the grace by 
which we are called, in the fameant hope of our holy calling, Eph.4.4. 
but in other refpectss.che Heathens Idols, and the Gentiles gracious 
Lords arecalled God and Lord,for fo did the Gertiles fpeak of Hytod, 
deifying him with a thout, faying, The voyee of God, ang not of min; 
and Chrigian Emperors, Kings, States, and-Potentates, in regard of 
authority and jurifdiétion, are called Lords, and Gods, in which they 
do reprefent God ; J bavefaid you are gods, faith che Scripture, but you 
foall die like 


and one Lord Fofus Chrift, by whom are all things, and wee by 


| Heref. 
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warrantable ground cheldrens baptizing. 


Heref. But wee have a plain word for our teaching and baptizing, 
jauh os 19. but you baptize infants, for which you haue no word 
for,and therefore it will bedaid at bath required shefe things 
at your bands? for indeed you do but continue the mark of the beaft 
in all your babies baptizings. fe 

Truth. Whereas you fay Chrifts words in the laft of AZstthew, 
proves your preaching and baptizing,you fay more then you can make 
good, or that I can believe from that Scripeure; and alchough there 
be no exprefle words in the Scripture for the baptizing of Infants, yet 
there is as fuilicient warrant for it as for moft things you practile your 
{elves ; for what plain word have you for the timeof publike affem- 
bling, or gencral] meetings? what word have you tor your people to 
ordain their Minilter? what command doth authorize you your felf 
tobaptize? what word have you when to receive the Lords Supper, 
when to adminitter it,and where; who to provide the bread and wine, 
and what bread, and of what grain; and the wine of what grape? you 
have not a word for women to receive the Sacrament, and abundance 
other pa rticulars practifed by you ? 

Will you theretore fay, you do that which you fin in doing ; foas 
you lay we do,l chink not. The cruth is, we need noca word,for there 
are general] rules in the Scriptures, that include particular praCtices, 
and divers things under the Gofpel, being of the fame nature under 
the Law,the rules given under the Law,ferve under the Gofpel ; fo the 
Apofile praves to the Church of Corinth from the Law of Alf, 
Deut. 25.4 That Minifters of the Gofpel fhould have maintenance, 
that as they which minifter about holy things, live of the things of the 
Temple, and they which wait at the Altar, are part akers of the Al:ar, even 
fo bath the Lord ordained, tbat they that preach the Gofpel, foould live of the 
Gofpel,1 Cor. 9.135 14 compared with Deut. 18. 1. | 
fay, ic is ordained, that as the children of believers before Chrift 
and Profelytes, were to becircumcifed, Gen.17.11, 12. Exod.12- 

48, 49. fo believers and their childrensfince Chrift,are to be Baptized, 
as Peter (peaketh, the promife is toyo\and to your children, and to al 
that are a far of, even as many as the Lord our God foal call. 

Thefeech you obferve this place, S'. Peter here fpake to the Jevs,the 
men of ud ah and Ferufalem,veri.1.4. Tee men of If-ze!,hear thele words, 
faith he, verj- 22. {0 preacheth to them, that Jefus was the Saviour of 
the world, whom ye have taken by wicked bands, and bsve kiDeds and 
being dead, was buried, whe was railed again, ana now fits at the he 
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 Warrantable ground for childrens baptizing. 


hand of the Father, and # made the Lord and Chrift , the alone Savionr 
of the world, and they that gladly receive this doétrine of falvation 
by Chrift were baptized, verf- 41. who before had been circumcifed. 
Now, as the promife did onely belong to Abraham, and his Spiri- 
mall Seed, and yet all his natural! childven, and the children of 
believing {trangers, were to communicate of circumcilion, which 
was the outward figne of the Covenant of the righteoufnefie by faith, 
as betore is proved : So likewife under the Gofpel the fame covenant 
of life and falvation is made only to Gods chofen faithfull regenera- 
ted fervants, and their {pirituall feed ; yet the nacurall children of 
thefe faichfull' Chriftians, may partake of the outward baptifme, 
which is the outward fignitication of the bapti{me of the heart,as cir- 
cumcilion in the fiefh was a figne of the circumcilion of the heart, and 
according to this rule, the place before mentioned, and divers other 
Scriprures {fpeak,as 44s 16.15. that Lydia and her houthold was ba 

tized ; fo the Jailor was baptized, and all his, that is, his ho ; 
and the Apoftle Pas! baptized the boufbold of Stepbanms, 1 Cor. 1. 16. 
And our Lord Jefus laid his hands on little children, and blefled them, 
and rebuked his Difciples for forbidding them to come, Lake 18. 16. 
and the Apoftle is cleer in the refolution of this queftion to the 
Church of Corinth, 1 Cor. 7. 14. faith he, the unbelieving busbandis 


fanttified by the believing wife, and the unbelieving wife by the believing 


bushand, elfe’ were your children unclean, but now are they boly, that is, 


in refpe& they have right unto the outward covenant, being born of 


one that believeth. But fome of you Anabaptifts would have thele 
words, holy and unclean,to mean baftards,or unlawfully born,which 
is fuch an expofition,as was never heard nor read of before; and chis 
expofition admits of much abfurdity, for it nullifies che law of mar- 
riage among{t the Heathens, who have as certain rules for marriage, 
according to their manner and cuftome, as Chriftians have, for the 
Scripture prefcribes no form. Secondly, this expofition makes Ara- 
bam himfelf, and moft of the Patriarchs wives to be baftards; for 
they were the children of Heathens by father and mother; as holy 
Sarab, Rebecca, Rachel,and Fofephs wife the mother of Ephraim and 
Manafjes a baftard, and that holy and great Prophet, Mofer, took a 
baftard to his wife; for Zipperah was an Idolaters daughter, her fa- 
ther being a Prieft of Midian, Exod. 2. 16. but this conceit is fo ri- 
diculous, that it ftrangles it felf in the birth. | 


And torcturn tour argument, the Apoftle doch underftand 
f terms 


~ 


— 

« 


'Brownifi falfe builders 


terms not of baftardy, but. of fellowfhip and communion in the O;- 
dinances of Gods worfhip,AG.10.28.W herefore I demand upon thefe 
premifics, what groynd you have to deny believers children bapti{me 
underthe Gofpel, feeing it is proved to be the fame thing, that by 
Gods command believers children were to partake of under the Jaw. 
Take heed you do not deny them that which Gods Word allowes. 
And for the mark ‘of the bea{t, when you can fhew mee by Scripture 
what it is, then I will prove to you, that it is not the baptizing of 
the Infants of believing parents. And for you tomake outward bap- 
tifme and common or hiftoricall faith to be the matter of your 
‘Church, you do no lefle then tell me plainly, you do not know what 
the Church of Chrift is;wherefore repent and turn from your errors. 
Here: All chefe that you have made antwer to already, are either 
Idolatrous, blafphemortis, fuperftitious, ridiculous, or erroneous, but 
_we are fuch as have/feparated our felves from the wicked in the 
world, and wee have joyned our felves in Church-covenant, and: 
Church-fellowfhipjand have fet up the Ordinances of Chrift, in the 
purity of them, wee have catt off all the abominations of Antichri(}, 
his fuperititious ordinations, ceremonies and falfe doctrines of all 
forts; our congregations call and ordain our Paftors & E!ders,and fo 
we walk according tothe rulethat Chrift hath left in his Church,un- 
ull his coming ; and we admicnone to have communion with us, but 
fuch as are viiible Saints,and can give an account of theif converiton. 
Trath. Your polition is fram’d like theirs that are commonly 
known by the name of Brownifis,or Separatifts 5 and it con{itts of two 
parts: firft,that you are in Church-covenant, and walk in Cliurch- 
_ fellowfhip, in theinjoyment of Chrifts Ordinances, as you fay ; and 
fecondly, that you {eparate your felves from all other congregations : 
this is the fumme of your {peech, by which you do manifeft to mee 
fuch a ftrange voyce, as doth not agree with the expreflion of Gods 
Word ; for your words are in terms of your own atts and doings, 
favouring carnally. of humanity, whereas holy Writ {peaks of the 
Church of Chriftin a fpirieuall fenfe, that is, a fpirituall building. 
ahoufe, a Temple not gathered, joyned and builded by men, but by 
God himfelf, the whole matter of his Church,every ftone thereofbe- 
ing made living {tones by regeneration; as S'.Peter {peaks, 1 Pet.2.2,4. 
Wich are built up together, faith he, 2{piritwall honfe, aboly Priefthood, 
to offer up fpirituall facrifices; fo thatas themfelves are {pirituall, {0 
ts their worthip and facrifice, offered up unto-God 5 and this was the 
matter 
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Gods Chareb. 


matter of Gods Church alwayes : for when the Prophets came to 
build and plant Gods Church, they call to the people, to repent and 


turn to God, Jer. 1.to Chap. 4.1. which is the firft part of our rege- 
neration ; And thus they cry for it, Break up the fallow ground of your 
hearts,circumcife your felves to the Lord, wafl youymake you clean, 
1.16. Jer.4. 4- The place of Gods reft and babitation,is apoore and contrite 
firits in vain are all the houfes that are buile for God, but this that 
hee builds himfelf, //s. 66.1, 2. And as this was the Prophets way to 
build Gods Church, fo even after the fame manner did John the Ba 
tilt,He came in the power and fpirit of Elias,to turn men to God,the dijo yi 
ent to the wifdome of the juftsLuk.1.17.f0 prepared he the Lords way by 
the miniftery of water or repentance,the preparation or firft principle 
humbling the lofty, bending the crooked ttreighr, and breaking the 
hard hearted; and our Losd himfelf,;he works and builds his Church 
after the fame manner, and with the fame matter, Repent, faith he, 
for the kingdome of heaven is at hand, Mat. 4.17. And except a man be 
born again, bee cannot fee the kingdome of God, Joh. 3.3. and except 
yee repent, yee {hall all peri{b ; and accordingly is hiscommand to all 
that hee fends intothis work, that they fhould preach in his Name, 
repentance, and remiffion of fins, Luke 24. 47. the one miniftration 
bruifes & breaks,the other binds up and heals ; the one bapti{me pre+ 
pares, the-other fanétifies ;the one makes poor, the other enriches 5 
the one makes naked, the other cloarhs ; the one difcovers our folly, . 
the other indues us with wifdome; through the one wee are made 
mourners;through the other we are comforted and made.to rejoyce 
with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory ; and by this laver of regene~ 
ration and renewing of the Holy Ghoft, Ti. 3.5. wee are wathed 
clean, and made of finners Saints ; of natural] dead men,living men ; 
and this is Gods building, whofe matter is gold, and filver, and pre- 
Nowasthe crue builders build Gods Church, fo there ave falfe 
builders likewiie, which build too,and they call their workmanthip.a 
Church alfo,bu: the materials of their building is but hay, wood and 
ttubble,the morter they daub withal] isuntempered morter,They fedex 
my pedple; faith the Lord, Exek, 13,10,11, &c. the falfe Prophets mat- 
ter with which they build, is compounded of yanity, and lying ville 
ons, Chap, 22. 28. they have byjck made of earth and ttraw in ftead 
of {tone, and flime in ftead of morter, and fo they build che tuwer of 
Salell, the Synagogueof confuilon, 14.3, Thele builders take 
| 2 
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upon them to heal the wounds and breaches like Gods builders, but it 
isto no purpofe; tor they heal the bruife or breach of my people, 
faith the Lord,fleightlyfaying, Peace when there no peacey Jer. 6.14, 
and yet fuch a high efteem and opinion have they of their fpirituall 
bifilding, as they call ic, chat they contemn the truly {piritual! mat- 
ter, that Chrilt and the Apottles build wich ; and theretore it is {aid, 
The builders vefuled \elus Chrift, which is the very foundation that 
the true builders work with, and buildupon, yea, the fa/fe builders re- 
jet bim, Plal. 118. 22. they fet him at nought, and difatlow of bim, 
Mar. 21.24 Acts 4.11. 1 Per. 2.7. and it they do thus defpife and 
fo balely account of Jelus Chrift, which is che chict corner ftone of 
hisown Church, what a kindeor manner of Church fs that which 
thele builders build of themfelves, as they fay? And notwith{tand- 
ing my Lord and foundation, my rock and prefervation -be not re- 
garded of tuch caynall builders, yet hec is chofen ot God and preci- 
ous ; and hee himielf makes all his taichtull Apo!tles, Prophets, and 
Evangelijis, Paltors and Teachers, wile mafter- workmen,or builders 


for the gathering and perfeEing bis Saints for the work of the Miniflery, 
forthe building or edifying the body of Chrift, Ephel. 4. 11, 12. 1 Cor. 


3.10. for asche Spirit of God by che miniftery of his fervants pre- 
pares and fanctities them,{o he unites and cements them co have com> 
munion one wich another in {pirituall tellowfhip: and this work- 
manthip in the Lord, is called in Gods Word, the Church of Chrift, bu 
Houle, bis Tabern iele, his Bady, bis Spoufey bis Temple, the pillar and 
ground of truth, the place of bis dwelling, purchafed, cleanfedfpurified and 
janttified by bis own precious bivod, called and gathered by the power of bis 
Word, made to live by the {pirit of bis mouth, having communion and fel- 


lomfbip by the Holy Ghoft, growing up together in bolineffe, as branchs in 


one flock wr root, being members of one.and che fame body, of which 


Chrift is head, as truly and really in a {pirituall fenfe, as the head ot 
aman is naturally che head of the whole body, contitting of many 
members. | 

Now notwith{tanding all this that hath been faid of the true 
Church,and ten times more that might be fpoke,yet thefe falfe-igno- 
rant, carnall andticfhly builders, thofe dirt-daubers,have at all times 
taken upon them with all boldneffe, without any bluthing, to af- 
firm their wooden, dirty, filthy building, to be Gods Houfe, and 
their rotten ftraw and ftubble to be the work and building of Chritt, 
boafting and crying out of themielves, by way of felf-ju 
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not warranted by S cripture, 


Temple of the Lordy the Temple of the Lord, Jer. 7. 4. where, to their 
ecernall reproof, the Prophet to their very faces, faith plainly, not- 
withftanding all their vain confidence, The Temple of the Lard, Are 
thefe fuch as truly amend their wayes and their doings; fuch as truly and 
throughly execute judgement between man and bis neighbour ; fuch as op- 
preffe not ftrangersy nor the fatherlefje, nor widow, nor {bed innocent blood, 
nor walk after other gods ? verf.5. & 6. And as thefe falfe Chriftians, 
robbers and opprefiors take upon them my Namesand Titles; fo al- 
fo, they affume my authority and peculiar priviledges, to excommu- 
nicatemee, and caft me out with thefe holy words in their mouths, 
Let the Lord be glorified, Ula. §6. 5. but he thall appeare to my joy, and 
then they {hall be afhamed, this hath been alwayes the bitter cup they 
have made mee and mine to drink in anger and great cruelty, but pa- 
tience hath ever aflifted us, and enabled us to indure a thoufand fuch 
injuries: They fay lam a widow, delolateand torlaken, and Jay the 
contempt of barrennefle upon mee, but that word of life {upports us, 
In patience poffeffe your fouls; andavain, Rejoyce thou barren that beareft 
not, break firth into finging thon that travelleft not, for the defolate bath 
m.sny more children then fhee hath an husband, Gal.4.27. Ma. 5 4. 1, 
Now what have you faid more tor your Church and members 
thereof, then che Papifts can fay for themfelves, or any other Anti- 
chriftian Congregation,you cal! your members to an account of their 
convertion, as you call it; fo much the Scribes and Pharifees can fay, 
which compafled Sea and to make a Profelyte, and in fo doing, 
wade him more the childe of the Devill then be was before, Mat.23.15.even 
worle by two degrees, a wofull a& to return, and not to return to mee, 
faith the Lord, Hof. 7. 16. Jer. 4.1. 
Again, you fay of your felves, you have joyn’d your felves ia 
“Church-covenant and you have fet up Chriits ordinances, and you 
have caft away all fuperitition and abomination, whereas the Saints 
and Church of God afcribe all to him, thou haft wafhed us, thou 
haft called us, thou haft fanGtitied us, thou haft made us unto our 
God Kings and Prie(ts, &c. And for your covenant it is 2 meere hu- 
mane invention, and your people ordaining their Minifters both of 
the fame nature of Popith unwritten verities, which as they are not to 
be found in the Scripcures, {0 labour to forget to prattife, preach, or 
think of them any morefor ever. 
Heref; You efteemtoo meanly of us and our doétrine ; what? will 
youdare tofpeak againft che Church of Chrift? take heed sar 
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do; for wee walk in a Church-way, and communicate in the purity 
of all Gods ordinances, as preaching, praying, fafting, bapti{me, 
breaking bread, and the like ; and we have feparated our felves from 
all mens inventions, and unlawfull Antichriftian Aflemblies. 

Truth. You know there are fuch as.fay, and donot; the Whore 
of Rome doth make greater brags, then the virgin Spoutle, and fo did 
their predeceffors before them, the Pharifces, yet all of both theirbo- 
fiings are but falfe and counterfeit, compared with the prayers, tears, 
fftings, communicatings, facrifices, oblations, and‘worfhips of the 

And for your feparation from other Chriftians, look to it, for cx- 
cept it be wich fuch caution, which I perceive you know not Of, it 
my prove as forbidden wedge of gold and Babylonifh gar- 
ment, de/truction to your felves; for the Pharifces who juttified them- 
ielves, and condemned others, were your fore-teachers in this man- 
ner ot feparation; for they feparated from Chrift, and John the 
haptiit,calling our Lord a tinner, and his fervant a devill,accounting 
them, norany one of thofe penitent humble lictle ones, whom they 
had converted co the cruth,worthy their company : witneffe the Pha 
rijes exception again{t that holy woman, whofe tears and Jove tefti- 


hes tothetruth, where, and in what nation the Gofpell is preached 
to the worlds end, for 2 memorial of ber, Mark. 1 4.9. compared with 


Luke 7.39. and this way of feparation, the Prophet from Gods own 
mouth, calls an evill and wicked way to walkin, I/z. 65.25. mbich 
people fay, Stand by thy felfjcome not neer to me, for I am holier then thou, 


thefes{uith the Lordyare a Jmoak in my nofeya fire that burneth all the day;for 


the truthts, in no cafe-are trut believers to feparate from other Chri- 
{tians in communion,but in fuch cafes that they cannot communicate 
with them but:ithey muft iin with them, as it was with that Apoftate 
and Idolatrous Church of Rome, who made fuch wicked and oppo 
fice lawes to the truth, that a true Chriftian could not partake with 
them in any of the ordinances of God, but hee muft be defiled with 
their abominations, one way or other ; for, they cxuled the earth, and 


them that dwell therein, to worlbip the beaft, Rev.13. 12. whom whofoever 


doth) worfbip, fll! never have refi, but foall be tormented with the wrath 
of God day and night for evermore, Rev. 1 4. 10.14. in fuch cafes asthefe 


the Scripture is cleare, Come out of hermy people, lef? yor partake of her 
fins, and be made part akers of her lagues, 2 Cor. 6. 17. Rev. 18. 4. And 


in this cate did the Churchof England feparate from the Church of 


omy 


| 
| 


‘i not warranted by Scripture. 


Rome, in which Church of England you now.re in, whofe lawes, de-_- 


crees, and ordinances areall againft the aboffiiflations, errors and fu- 
perftiions of B.bylon, and all ordered and dite&ted according to the 
rule of Gods Word, by exprefle words, or neceflary confequence ; and 
theréfore your feparation from us is groundleffe, and not warranted 
in the Scriptures:for confider how the rule of truth would dire& you, 
and obferve how it was with thofe that were effeCtually called by the 
miniftery of fobn Baptift,and our Lord himfelf, and truly converted 
unto God from amongft the Fes, in fuch times, when thofe in the 
outward ftate of the Church were moft corrupt; for, they preached for 
dottrine the commandments of men, nor would not receive the truth 
themfelves,nor fuffer fuch as would receive it, again{t which doétrine 
our Lord exhorts his hearers to take heed, and beware of the leven of 
the Pharifees, but never taughe the Difciples to feparate from the 
Church of the Jemes, nor to enter into a formed covenant among 
themfelves, as you do, but on the contrarary, hee commanded them 
tocontinue hearers and doers; The Scribes and Phavrifces fit in Mofes 
chair or feat, whatfoever they bid you obferve, that obferve aud do, &c. 
Mat. 23.2,3- And himfelf, as his Di(ciples, continued ftill repairing 
to the Temple and Synagogue, and pertickae in the fervice and 
publike worihip of Ged, making no leparation 5 for when our Lord 
gave his account to the high Prief of his Difciples and doctrine, Fob. 
18.19,20. he faith, J ever taught in the Synagogue, and in the Temple, 
whither the Femes almayes refort, and in fecret brave I {aid nothing. 


And for the Apoitles pra€ticc in many Churches mentionedinthe | 


Ags, bothin Jidea, and among the Gentiles, therein is no feparation 
in your fenfe {poken of, although many things were reprovable, and 
admonifhed againft, both in do¢trine and praétice ; the truth is, the 
good feed in the field, are the Saints, the Church of Chrift, the tares 
the wicked, but both muft grow together in the fame field, till the 
harvelt, AZatth. 13. 30. As a lilly growes amongft the thornes, fo 
the chaffe lies in the {ame floor with the wheat, the Goats feed in the 
fame pafture with the fheep, and thecrafty Wolves among the harm- 
leffe lambs, and cannot be feparated till our Lord comes to judge and 
part them, never again to participate afterwards together, 

Heref: I pray heare mee, all thofe that have already {poke are old, 
like their do&rine; and it is high time their errors fhould be thus 
difcovered : but I pray take notice of mee, for I have received a new 
cleare light of beavenlpdofkcine, a light of free grace and jultifica- 
LOM 
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‘The Antinomians 


tion in and by Chrift erernity ; fothat the ele cannot pro- 


unto the Sun-beames in themorning when fhe rifes, that enlightens 


them 


_ And then fhew you how clearly and fully Gods 


be faid at any ti beunrighteous, ungodly, or unholy : for 

they bdleeve,even before the foundations of 
the world,even then when God elected them. 
Truth. Free grace rightly underftood, as che Scriptures declare ir, 
isa heavenly and comfo Do&trine; but me thinkes by yourcon- 
fefion you fhould bean Antinomian, who fpeake very much of free 
but doe not at all underftand it : for they fay, the free grace of 

God towards hie deft chat are jeftified before the world was, is like 


the dark earth, in which there is no tion tothe enlightning; 
{o the Lord fhines into the hearts of his eleGted juftified ones in 
very time of their wickedeft workes of darknefle: And then in the 
mid& of their {innes,as in the very a&ts of adultery and murcther, even 
then God lifts up the light of his countenance upon them , and gives 
peace, the efie& of their juftification with God from all eter- 
nity: Thefe flight and contemne repentance, and cal] it a worke of 
the Laws and the preparation to juftifying faith, they call a munkifh 
Popifh do&rine: and their own fancie, or prefumpruous conceit chey 
call that juftifying faith, or free grace, by which, fay they, the jufti- 
fied before God , come to underftandand know their juftification 
from all eternity. 

Oh what a grofle feducement and delufionis this, even a generall 
miftake of the whole Gofpel in every part of it! Therefore now I will 
firft fhew you what free graceié, which the Scri fets forth tous ; 


the juftifying the ele& by faith in Chrift 

» hischofen, freely, Hofea 14.4,5,6. Iwill beale their back-flidingr, 
faith the Lord, Iwill love them freely, for mine anger \3s turned away from 
bim. I will be as the dew unto Ifrael, be grew as 
bis reot at Lebanon. Alfoit is written, Exck.16.6. When I fav 
luted in thy own blood, I {aid unto thee, Live; when thou waft in thy 
Live : yea, santo thee when thou waft ix thy blood,Live,and bave caw 
Jed thee t0 multiply as the bud of the field. Obferve how abundantly the 


free grace of God is manifefted to his ele&, that of rhemfelves are 
quite contrary to deferving : for they are polluted with che moft abo- 
minable pollution, and that is with blood, and not a little, but ex- 


treamly in the ghird degree; blood three times repeated by the holy 
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Free Grace exalted, 


‘Ghoft. And that this threefold uncleannefle fhould bee wafhed and 
' made pure, and that thisexceeding deadnefle fhould be made to live 
and fo to live as the bud of the field, to multiply and increafe, and 
bring forth fruit unto God and man, even holy grapes to refrefh the 
hearts of both ; this fhewes the wonderfull fiemalls of Gods grace, 
foto love'as thereis none like it.nor tobe compared toit, = 
Now becaule you have {poken of this free grace in a fancy,I fhall en- 
devour to fhew it you in reality. And that we may know the things 
that are freely given us of God,1 Cor.2.12. that is, of his own will, 
free grace,and goodnefle, and eternal! love; Let us contider it in — 
€hefe foure particulars, which onely and alone are r to the 
Saints and Church of God, that is,their ele&ion and predettination 
before all rimes, their effe€tuall calling and juftifcation in-time, and 
their eternal glorification for ever in the world to come;which world 
{hall beendleffe, deathleffe, and finlefle for evermore. And all thele 
in all the caufes, the free grace of God: And therefore it is faid by — 
S. Peter, that the Saints and Church of God, are elel¥ according to the 
foreknewledg of God the Father, 1 Pet.1.2. And S. Pas faith, According as 
be bath chofen us in him before the found ation of the world, Epbef:t.4. And 
the Apoftle to the Church of Theffalonica teftities , that God had from 
the beginning chofen them to falvation, 2 Theff: 2. 13. fo then it is 
cleare, that the eleft are chofen in Chrift to falvation: Which fecree 
purpefe and foreknowledge of God towards his ele before all time, 
is made good and effe€ted in and upon his ele& in all times,being called 
thereunto by the Gofpel,vert.15. Now the Gofpel, as I touched before, 
confifts of two parts, repentance and rémiflion offinnes, Lake 24. 47. 
which comprehends the two next ppm our effe&tual! calling by 
the work of repentance, and whofe finnes wholoever is remitted, that 
foule is juftified in the Apoftles meaning, arid both thefe ‘effetted by 
the Gofpel and covenant of life, and therefore called in Scripeure, - 
the grace of God, the grace of our Lord Fefus Chrift, the Gofpel of the grace 
of God, A&ts 20.2.4. the word of bis grace,verle be the word freaking peace 
by Fefus Chrift, A&ts 1.the word of the Gofpel,Atts 15:7. And thele two 
&s which the Spirit of God works by his word in his ele& to life 
and falvation, are‘called in Scripmure, regeneration, comverlion, a re~ 
newing, a birth from above, anew making, and fach like, not in @ 
natural! but a {pirituall fenfe ; not as the firft birth of our parents , 


which procreated and produced us out of their bowels, but by way 
Of fimilicudeand likenefle, that as un~ 
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Free Grace exalted. 


clean, and children of wrath ; fo by this {pirituall birth weare bora. 
of God from above;holy, {pirituall, free, even the fons of God,as the 
Scripture faith ; for, as that which is of the fieth i flelh, fo that which 
is of the {pivit as fpirit. 

Now, as by Adam came the offence, and by A@/es came the Law, 
through which the offence abounded, Rom. 5. 19,20. to mans grea- 
termifery ; {0 grace and truth came by Jefus Chrift, Joh. 1.17. Adam 
was theauthour of finto his pofteritie ; Adofes was the Minilter of che 
Law that condemned that fin ; but the grace and mercy of Ged, the 
means of falvation, both from fin and death, that is only by Jeius 
Chrift, bleffed for ever.. Now the manner and order the Holy Ghog 
taketh in working-this grace in the hearts of Gods cle&, is plainly 
laid down in Scripture, for him, that is, Chrift, faich S*. Peter,with the 
velt of the Apoftles, bath God exalted mith bis right band to be a Prince, 
and a Saviour, to give repentance to Ifrael, and forgiveneffe of fins, A&. 5. 
31. Andthefetwo parts of the Gofpel, which isthe free grace of 
(Sod to man-kinde, are plainly and gencrally obferved and preached 
by all che Prophets and Apoftles, and our Lord himéelf; I will take 
from you, faith the Lord, your ftony heart, and give you a heart of fle(h ; 
there’s the firft part, and in that new heart that I hall give you, faith 
the Lord, write my Law, that isshis Statuteyand lovesmercy,and 
forgivenelle, even a new and holy Spirit, and that’s the fecond part of 
the Golpel, Exck.11.19. Chap.26.36. The baptifme of Fobx,that’s the 
frit, and the baptifme of Chriit, that’sthe fecond part, and both 
pares our Lord joynes together, Fob. 3.3. Except a man be born again 
of water and the Spirit, hee cannot fee the Kingdome of God, neither 
to mourn with the Bridegrooms friends, nor rejoyce with the Bride- 
groom himfelf; and for as much as thefe making parts of a Chri- 
{tian are mot of our felves, but both the gifts of God, it doth abun- 
dandy fet forth unto us this excellent doétrine of Gods free Grace, as 
the Apoltle S'. Fames faith, who of his own will begat us with the word 
of trub, Jam.1, 18. And the grace of God, faith holy Titws, that 
bringeth falvation, hath appeared unto all men, and meas ws t0 deny 


xngodlinefje and worldly Infts, &c. Tit. 2.11512. Yea, itis Gods free 
Graceand abundant compaflionate goodnefle, to finde out this new 
and living way to happinefle through Chrilt Jefus ; for hee himielf # 
the way, the truth and the life, and God fo loved she world, that bee gave 
bis Som, that whofoever belicveth in him fhould not perifh, but bave eter 
nali life, Joh. 3.16, and nonecan fo believe, but hee that is regene- 

rate, 


| 


| 


Antinomians condemned, 


—_ 


rate, John 1.12, 13. And the Lord is the fpirituall bread, that every 
one mnft eat of that fhall be faved, but nonecan {0 eat his fieth, and 
drink his blood, but by faith ; and none can believe, but to whom it 
is given, and it is given to comfort none, but to the broken hearted, 
and none are made penitent and humble,thirfting and defiring Chri- 
ftians, but to fuch as God gives repentance; for thisis the nature and 
method of this free Grace of God, which the Scriptures fet forth to 
us,even that free Grace that Chrift gives to him that is atbirft, freely 


to drink of, Rev.21.7. hee gives the thirlt, and hee freély gives the - 


water of life,that fo quenches, that whofoever drinketh, fhall never thir{t 


again, Joh. 7.37528. And the Lord faith, Come and drink; but this — 


coming is by repentance,and this drinking is by faith, hofoever (faith 
the Lord) believeth in mee, as the Scripture faith, omt of his belly (hall 


flow rivers of the water of life; yea, to fer forth the excellency of this — 


do&rine of free Grace, the Spirit of God takes upon him the office of 
acryer ina court of Records, Ho, every one that thirfteth, come yee to 
the waters, come yee, buy and eat,yea, the third time he cries, com:, buy 


and milk. without money,and without price, Ifa. 55.1. Heare now 


you Antinomians,if any of you have an care to heare the wildome ot 
Godin the truth of the free Grace purchafed and preached by Jefus 
Chrift, that ic is not phantafticall, as you have expreft it, but that 
reall and fubftantiall grace that gives being to the new and f{pirituall 
man,the very regencratiOn of the cle& of God; and as they are born 
of the Spirit, fo they are taught, led and guided, anointed and fan- 
&tified by the Holy Ghoft, who dwelleth in none of the bodies of the 
ele&ted ones, but where he hath a this heavenly work of grace 
there he dwells, rhere he witnefleth’; there is burthree that bear wit- 


nefie for God to the truth in the whole world; and the Apoftle tells . 


us, 1 Fob.s. 8. it is the Spirit, that’s the Spirit of God ; water,that’s 
his frft work and beginning of regeneration ; and blood, that’s the 
finifhing and 
ing up the broken heart by faith : wherefore bluth and be afhamed of 
— lafphemy againft the truth, in calling repentance a work of the 

aw, and the preparation to faith a Popith dottrine, and for ever 
hereafter take notice, tharthe way of Chrifts free Grace is by water 
and blood, 1 Fob. 5.6, And that repentance w the beginning of the 
Gofpel of Fefiw Chrift,Mark.1. 1, 2. 

‘Now T fhould have fpoke of the fourth particular of free Grace 
which is glorification, but of that a ag 
2 


fling the new birth; the fanétifying,the bind- | 


— 


| 
a 
| 


| Juftification not before Faith. 


Herefie. Ibeare you withelle you havea zeale, but it is not accor- 
ding toknowledyge: for it you did underfland that excellent dottrine 
of juftification before beleeving, you would not {peak fo much of a- 
ny preparation fo ju ticying faith by Chrifts we are hea- 
led from the beginning of the world: And to prove this truch,I argue 
this: 
Firft,all the ele& of God are ju tifted before God : but fome of the 
ele& of God dog not yet beleeve: cheretore fome that due not beleeve, 
are jultitied betare God. 
Secondly, hethat is in Chrift,ts juftified : But we muft be in Chri 
before we can belceve, therefore we mult be jultitied before we can 
belceve. 
Zrath, Lanfwer, the due obfe.vation of terms is the true preferva- 
ion of propricties ; and except you Juitly diitinguth of the terms be- 
tore God himlelte, and Gods grace by which he doth juitihe his cle, 
you cannot underftand truly, but you mut contound heaven and 
earth together, and make God Man, and Man God, concluding {uch 
blatphemies as the Famililts doc, to whom hundreds of you are tal- 
len within thistwo yeares ; who attrme of the Trinicy,that God the 
Father is the Minde, the Sonne isthe Word, and the Spirit ts the 
Word made knowne : And under thefe termes,mitaking the verity ot 
the myftery of che Trinity, conclude fuch grofs blaiphemies as thele 
conchaltons hereatcer {pecified, making God the Father the Mind,God 
the Son the Word of that Minde,God the holy Spirit the effe& or re- 
velation ofthe Word. And asthele are three, fo they are age, as you 
fay, fo and was at tirst inthe creation, God the Father was the 
Mind of God,God the Son was the Word of that Mind,and God the 
Spirit was the working, meaning, or manifeltation of that Word ; {0 
thario that which God faid,Let us make man ; and, he fpake and the 
Heavens and the Farth was made,the Firmament,the Sun,Moon,and 
Starres, the Sea and che Fith therein, the Aire and the Fowls therein; 
the Earth and thie Bealts, Herbs,and Trees therein, as God {pake the 
wond, and all cheie were created ; fo thatas they were made by the 
Word, fo they are the Word, and as the Word and the Father are 
one, and asthe Father, the Word, and the revelation of it are one, {0 
whattoever the Word made, is one with the Father, the Sonne, and 
the Spirit. And then the conclution mutt be this, The whole creation 
ts God himtelte. Now to avoid fuch blafphemous confequences, we 
will diftingu‘th of the terns, and therein fhew the fallacy of your Ar- 

guments, 


| 
| 


| 


Fuftsfication 


ments, and then I will difcover and eftablifh the truth again {t your 
do&rine, which by this means will eatily appeareto be falle. Firft, 
for che terme that concernes God, (juititied before God,you fay) 
which it you meane as itconcernes God in his intinitenelle, ic is 10 
farre above our line, or the capacity or the eletin point of reconci- 
liation with God, as the highe't heavens are above the center of the 
earth : tor with God himalelte there is nothing betore nor after: For 
the Scripture (peaks thus of God in this reipect, chat he calleth thofe 
things that be not, as chough chey were, Rom.g. 17. And again, one 
day is with che Lord asa chuuiand yeares, and a thomland yeares ac 
one day, 2 Pet.3.8. Thusy ou fee, Gods th sare mot our thoughtssnor 
his wayes a our wayes, faith the Lord ; but as the heavens are higherthen the 
earth, fo are bis w tyes and bis thoughts big rer thenaurssliai. § 5.859. But 
when che Prophet comes to lpeak of Gods work ia the creauure to 
falvation, then he {peakes inthecreatures language and capacities fo 


t before Faith. 


that excepe man ubcy the voyce of God, he is lete withouc excufe im | 


thele words : Seed the Lard white he muy be found, cail yee upon bim while 
hei neere , let th: wicked bisms:, avd the man his 
th le: him remern to th: Lord God, aid he will bave mercy upon 


hin, and tm pard mverie 6,7. Tus as the Prophet, we muit 


diiingurh berwegn Gods eternall .purpoft and decree, which is a 
fecret,& xnown himielf only cowards his. cle& betore all times,and 
hiscali:ng and jultiryiag ofthem in time, which is che effect ot his 
fereknow! edge and prede.tination, and chat;which makes. known to 
the ele‘t, Gods secret purpole. And although is be daid, Who (hall lay 
any thing to the charge of Gods the Apoitle theve doth not 
underitand che ju {ification of the elec betore tints, as you doe, but 
the juttitication oF his ele& ia time called and juttined. And alchough 
therecan be nothing laid (co an elect juititied his gondemna- 
tionsyet many things be laid.co bis charge invregard of his weak- 
nefle and frailty, J/ any brosher be fallen through mweakne fle, you tbat are 


[pirituall, reftore {uch a ome by the {pirit of meekneffe. Thus Nathanchar-. 


ged D.rvidyand D.svid chargeth himielie, Azainft thee onelybave I fin- 
ned. So our Lord chargeth his faichfull tervanc Perer ; and Paw! wich- 
food hin co his face, and faich, He was to be blamed. t\ad fo that ho- 


Aputtle blameth hialelte alio : wretched man that I amy faith he. 


id che Seripru'e faich, There is not a righteows man that liveth, and 
doth good, and finneth not. And again, If any man fay be bath no finne,he 


renewed 


| | 


rleceiveth hamjelfc, ind the truth ss not inbim, And the ele& of God are 
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(after fining) by repentance, a8 the Church of Ephefw 


And however the Saints do daily fm after juftification, yet through 
Gods grace they are recovered again daily by repentance, and maugre 


the malice and temptation of Satan, the {nares of the world, and the 


concupifcence of their own natures; yet the Lord that loved them 
once, doch ftill love them for ever, artd doth wafh off their filthi- 
nefle, and ownes them fo for his own, that neither their fins, nor 
any power, Or any creatttre whatfoever, fhall, or can condemn them. 


Secondly, you fay, fome of the ele& of God do not believe, and 


they are jultified before they believe. I pray where did you 
finde or learn this Logick, which is fo contrary to the wifdome of 
God, which teacheth thus, by Chrift all that believe are juftified from afl 
things, A&. 13.39. Andagain, thofe that be calleth hee juftifierh ; but 
your doGtrine faith they are juftified before they are called ; fee in a 
word, how dire&tly your preaching is againit truths do&rine. And 
_ of the fame nattire with your former is your fecond Argument, which 
runs thus: he that is in Chriftis juftitied, but wee muft be in Chrift 
before we can believe,therefore we muft be juftified before we believe: 
which in the very terms is another doétrine then S‘. Px! reacheth us, 
who faith plainly, wee are juftified by faith, Pom.3. 28. And he jufti- 
feth theungodly; but I queftion your knowledge of juftifying faith, 
which if you did truly know, you durft not teach, that men are jufti- 
hed before they beleve ; itis crue, hee that is into Chrift, is 
jultified, but it doch not follow theréfore aman is j before hee 
believes Dwill affwage the hardneffe of the queftion by the 
of a comparifon ; that which acquits and frees a mialefattor, is the 
fealed pardon of the King’; fo likewife that which comforts and af- 
furesithe penitent heart: ofmercy and forgivenels,is the fealing wienefs 
which Gods Spirit beareth to, or affureth the humble heart of the 
free Grace and love of God thrdtirh Jefus‘Chrift ; fo that juftifying 
faith to the forrowfull finner, is as the fealed pardon'to the male- 

factor :.and to this agrees the'Scriptures, Adfs 10. 43. To bim (that 

i, to Jefas Chtift) pve all the Prophers witneffe, that through bit Name, 
believeth in bim, friall rective’ remiffion OF fins 
be faid nei- 


Gods Word,and not ds you fpeak; fo thatit car 

ther ought any dare fo co preach that a man is juftified hebe- © 
reves; nor that he believes before he be juftified, but tharit is the fame 
of Gor's Spirit at one andthe fametime, even then tobelieve our 


o 
> 
Ps. 
J a- 
r 


ur Lords doétrine te 


jufsfication not before Faith. 


the fame Spirit as the orher {pirienal! 
gifts, as hope, love, joy and patience are; and whofoever doth re- 


ceive the Spirit of adoption, he hath with it the cekimony ofitwhich 
is jultifying faich; let.us take heed weedo not feparace chat which 
Ged hath joyned together, for that is dire&ly againftche command- 


ment, AZatth. 9.6. Let mo man put afunder that which God hath joyned — 


together : and in vain doth that man argue to prove which is in 
the Sun, the heat or the ght fo vain itis in youto argue, whether 
jufftification or faith be ficfts, 
one, he gives them both, Rom. 3. 26. wherefore I retort your angu- 
mentsthus: 
If God give remiflion of fins to the penitent ele&, then the impeni- 
tent eletare not juftified; but heegives remiflion of fins to the peni- 
tent ele&, 2.38. therefore none of Godsveleé& are juftified before 
they are called,and their fins reminted; wheriore;never hereafter ceach 
your difciples that the ele& of God are juftified before they believe, 
learn to teach them to repent that their fins may be done aray,as the 
Apoftle veacheth,to life and falvation, 42.3. 19. and fo S‘. Job faich 


ofthe Jewes, they did not repent that they 
us, hee tells him mot of his ele&ion, al- 
to him con- 


now, by the help of God, I will Ja 
felf, how the Scriptures do 4peak of jultifying and believingy that fo 
Ou may conieto Know that which hitherto perceive youare 
norant of, ‘Wherefore faith che Scripsures concesning 
fication, We are juflified freely by bis grace, faith the A Kom. 322 4. 
Titus 3.14. likewale, that see are juftified by bis blood, thatis, bythe 
of Chrift, Rom:5. 9. and allo, shat mee are. by faib, 

Rom. 3.28. fo then thele three terms are to,be ia. our julti- 
fication, the blood of Chriit purchafing the grace and.fayourof God, 
and an affurance of it given to thelolt, che deadchebroken, penitent, 


mourning 


for when, or to. whomfover God gives 


might believe andconfider . 


of God, 


n and confirm the truth ic 


| iit an 

nd as is given Dy the to Delieve. 10 it iscbntiniec 
verfion ; Except aman be borne ain, be cannot fee the kingdome a 
Joh. 3. Regeneration mutft be Cough for by ‘the ele&, and by thefe : 
efle€ts and operations of the Holy Ghoft, to.make {ure tochemfelves 
their election ; this is Gods way prefcribed in his Word: Andleft J | 
fallinto yourerrer, as I have brie y difproved your doCrine, and | 
difcoverered the falfhood and mittie ; of your arguments; fo : 


Faith defined. 


mourning heart, whereby, though it be dead, yet it is made to live. 
the broken is healed, the emptinefleis filled, the thirftinetfe is quen- 
ched, com‘orted and refrefhed with the favour and love of God, in 
and through Jefus Chrift ;juftification then is the imputed righteouf 
nefle of Chrift, aflured andmadeknown to the ele& by faith; and 
this do&rine isicleared by the Apoftle beyond the leaft exception, 
ipeaking of holy Abrabams juftitication, and being fully affurcd, faith 
hee, Kom. 4.21, 24. that what God had promifed, bee was able to per- 
form, therefore it was imputed to him for righteoufneffe,; Now it was not 
amputed for bis [ake alone, that it was imputed to bim, but for us alfo, to 
whom it fhall be imputed, if wee belteve. Obterve, tirft, that the Apoftle 
athrmeth juftitying faich dfull affurance, for wee fhall have occation 
by and by tomake ufc of this: and fecondly, that the righteoulnefle 
ot Chrilt, whichis our juftincation, isnor given tous but by faith, in 
thele words, to whom it (hall be imputed, if wee believe, {0 that jultitica- 
tion and juftitying faich, can no'more be fevered, parted or divided, 
then the light and the heat from the fire ; and to this purpole $*. Px 


calls Chriit the jaft one, and the juftitier of bim that believeth in Fefm, 


Rom. 3.26. fo that it is proved again‘t all the Antinomians inthe 


world, that then, and not before, when God juftifes his ele&t, then, 


and at that he gives ju‘tifying faich, 4{.13.38,39. And as I pro- 
miied before, fo J will here brisfly fhew the divers acceptations and 
diftinctions of faith, and three particulars do comprehend all other 
forts and diftin&ions whatfoever; Hiftoricall faith, to believe Gods 
Word ; the faith of miracles, by which it is given to a Saint, or a fin- 
ner to work this orthat miracle ; fo alo in the third place,the Scrip- 
tures {peak of juftifying faith, of which it is faid wee live by, wee are 
comforted by, through which wee are puritied and juftified, and this 
fort of faith is called in Scriptures, the faith of God, the faith of 
jejus, the faith of Abraham, the faith of Gods elect, the faith that 
sworketh by love, the faith in the blood of Chrift, the faith accounted for 
righteoujneffe,the faith of the oper ation of God the moft holy faith,and may 
be thus detined, that icis a ci, firm, and certain truit or confidence, 
written by the power and Spirit of God in the low,humble, penitent, 
and broken-heart, whereby it is given affuredly to believe, that all his 
jins are forgiven; and chus he is made one'with God by reconciliati- 
on and atonement in and through the eternal! and everlafting love of 
Jetus Chritt; the material! caufe of this juftifying faich thus defined is 
a full, fare, and undoubted truft or confidence ; the formall er 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Confe/(sion of the M onarchifts. 


free grace and of God the Father, his Jefius 


Chrift; the efficient caufe is the alone work of the holy Ghoft; there- 
by imprinting in and alluring of the hearts of the ele& of this confi- 
dence of this grace and mercie ; the principall and finall caufe is the 
glory of God,and our Lord Jefus Chrift ; and the end fubordinate 
is the falvation of the Saints, the chofen ones of God from the begin- 
ning of che world: And this is the faith that jultifieth, that comtor- 
teth, that Overcommeth, that excelleth, whole dignity and excellen- 
cie every where fhineth throughout the Scriptures; the ignorance ot 
which this very age, yea, L fay icagain, this very age of ours deferves 
all thele prefent judgements, and more alio then lie upon us at this 
time; we having had trom Goi atforded us fo great meanes to come 
to the knowledge of it: which fore of faith whofoever hath, hall 
never periih, but men may partake of both the other forts to their 
condemnation. 

Other acceptations the terme Faith hath in the Scriptures alfo,ha- 
ving reference fometimes to God himfelfe, and therein importing the 
fiedtaftnefle and unchangeable truth of his decree and promife. And 
in other places it is to be underftood of the docttcine ot the Gofpel ; 
and fo alfo of their faithful difcharge of their office that are gifted 
to declareand preach the glad tidings of peace and {alvation: Ot 
which office it is hard foran Antinomian, holding fuch principles as 
he doth, tocome to underftand ; wherefore repent in time, leit at 
laft you turn all Familifts,which you cannotavoid, if you continue 
in your principles. 

Her.We have had the experience of this newfound conceited Jight, 

_ that fuchas have been dazled with it, have been ftaggred in the truth, 


and fome have been fo blinded therewithall, chat they have fallen’. 


from the fairh. | 

But what fay you tous? We have the dotrine of the Gofpel pure 
and cleare, we hold faith and repentance to be the firit works to life 
and falvation ; and that the Church of God area company of holy 
beleevers, and that now the timeis come, thatthe Church thall bee 
delivered from all her fufferings, according to the teftimony of the 
Prophets and Apoftles; the purity of Chriits Ordinances {hall be e- 
tablifhed , Chrift thall bee fec up upon his Throne, and his 
Church {hall have the rule and preheminence in the world in 
greater power, dignity, and external) authority, then all the 


Monarchs that ever have been in the world before. And in this 


| 


The Monarchifts miftake the Scraptures. 


outward glory {hall fhee continue till her Lord come to brandiass 
her 


Truth. You {peak like thofe that maintaine that the Church of 
Chrift thall now fo flourifh and profper, as that it fhall extend its 
bounds and bordersall Chriftendome over, and moft part of the 
world belides, a Monarchy ; and.as'tormerly the temporall pow- 
er in Chriftianiry hath had the rule and greatnetle, fo now the Ec- 
clefiafticall power fhall take place, and the Scepter of Chrift in the 
cenfure of the Church,thall be advanced and bear rule above al! other 
government. And that now already it is begun that God makes the 
kingdomes ofthis world our Lords, and his Chriits, and that now 
iris come to paflesthat the godly hall rule over the wicked: tor now 
they are given to be captives to Gods people, whofe captives Gods 


people were betore this time. Wherefore] anfwer, Great are the pri- 


vileges and prerogatives that the Scriptures {peak of Gods Church 
es « people in the world co come after the reiurrection, is plain and 
evident in holy Writ; but.to apply thofe prophelies and promiies 
to the Church in this prefent evill world, ic isnot well contidered of 
you: for the Lord by-his fervants, {peaks of his Chusch in a double 
coniideration,as oppreticd, affi Ged, and tuffering here in this lite, 
aud as delivered, perteCted and faved in the lite ro come; then to 
rule, but here to fuffer; then tobee advanced into Chrilfts Throne, 
but now,and here,to (udmictothe Crofle ; now his houle is a houfe 
of mourning, but then it fhall be a palace ot glory, Jer{slem the Citie 
of the great King {hall be fecup the praift ofthe whole earth. And in 
regard of his Churches preient futieringher Lord himfelte chus fpea- 
keth to her, Fezre not little flocke ; and. comforts her with the grace 
and tavour ot God for thetime tocomein thele words : Fur it your 
Fathers pleafureto give you a Kingdim And icisa truth concluded of by 
all, it we follow Cin? in the e!tate of regeneration, we fhall be made 


partakers of his gloritication ; if wee tuffer with him, we {hall reigne 


with him ; the one condition is here, the-other hereatter ; the-one in 
this world, theother in the worldto coms. Thisis the teftimony of 
our Lordand all his (ervanes, AZztth.19.28. 2 Tim. 2. 12. And that 
thort time, or while of {uffering Saint Peter ipeaks of, is this prefent 


and chetime of making fuch {ufferers perfegt, is the life to come, 


4 Pet.5.10. agrecing wich his brother P.ul, who according to the 
wildome of God given to him, had caft up his accounts in thefe 
words, I reckon, faith he, that the fufferings of this prefemt time are not 


worth 
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Gods Church is t0 fuffer in this life. 


worthy to be compared with the glery that {hall be revealed in us, Even then, 
faith S. Fobn,when Chrift which is our life (ball appear, then {hall we appear 
with bim; then fhall we be like him in his dignity,as in this life we are 
like him in his ignominy, 1 John 3.2. And (friend) looke into the 
Scriptures, and you fhall tind the Church, the blefled aflembly defcri- 
bed now to fuffer, to mourn, to bee hated, to weep, to be perfecuted 
for righteoufnefle fake, and the contrary eftate to be none of Gods 
Church or inheritance; Woe be to yee that laugh and rejoyce,that are 
full, andenjoy greatnefle and profperiry ; thofe that are rich here, 
have received their confolation ; thote that are full in this lite, fhal] 
hunger in the life to come ; thofe that are merry, laugh and want 
not here,fhall weep and waile when the day of redemption comes: 
then fhall be tultlled to him that fuffersnot here, thele words, Thou 
in thy lite time receivedft thy good things: and to him that tuffered 
here,thefe words, He his evill things; therefore thou that fufleredit . 
not,arttormented : but thou that didit fuffer, thou art comforted, 
Matth.5. Luke 6.and Luke 16. When Gods fuffering people fhall bee 
rewarded , then fuch as have enjoyed their profperity here, fhall be 
condemned. I befeech you, as you love the truth , decline this 
do&rine of yours : for by i¢ you doe revive azgaine that old tenent of 
Popery. For what ever you atime in yourconfetlion,they have main- 
tained it with fire and fword,execration and excommunication: for 
they would prove, that their Church by Chrifts appointment, was 
to have fupreme authority, power, and jurifdiétion over all ,. they 
place them{elves abovethe ftarres of God. And asin power,foin ude, 
he mutt be called and ftiled, the Lord God the Pope. And fo he chal- 
lenged worthip alfo,that Kingsand Em rs mutt kifle his ftinking 
feet and toes, in token of their flavith fubje&tion in honouring him 
with the power of heaven and earth, to kill & make alive, to pardon 
and retain {ins,falfly proving this his abomination and whoriiA pow- 
er, from Gods divine Oracles in thefe words, To execute vengeance up- 
on the beathen,and punifbment upon the people, to bind their Kings with 
chains, and their Nobles with fetters of iron. This honour bave all the 
S sinss,P this Scripeure to be fulfilled in the holy 
Church of Rome, and that they were the Saiggs which by thispro- 
phefie were foretold of ro depofe and difthrone Kings: and to cloak 


& colour their covetoufnefle,which fet all their trickes awork,as Bulls 
and Pardons, at all rates and prices,whereby their coffers ue oe 
ec 


with gold and filverfrom alJ countries regime And this 
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firmed 


— 
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‘The confefsion of the Millenarians. 


firmed was prophefied for his filchy holinefle, maintenance and un- 
ly thefe words,The Kings of Tarfbifh and of the I bab 

ing prefents, the Kings of Sheba andSeba hab offer gifts, yea all Kings 
foal fall down before bim, all nations {ball ferve bm, Pfal.72.10. And 
notwithftanding their grofle abufing che Scriptures, and falfe claims 
to Titles,as Holy Father, and holy Mother the Church , time hath 
now proved him to be Antichriit, the Man of finne,and capitall ene- 
my tothe truth of God. And indeed this conceit that the Church ot 
God fhould enjoy temporal! peace, and outward glory and autho- 
rity, hath been alwaycs the opinion of carnall Chriftians, and the 
Jewes to this day cannot fee otherwife then when their ftil! look t-for 


Mefliah fhould come , that then they fhall bee gathered to bea great 


people againe, and made a worldly Monarchy to rule over all Nati- 


ons, as now all Nations ruleoverthem: But their groundlefle hope 
will prove but as the Spiders web,and fo it will be with all others of 
their mind : for fee how the Scripture refolves the queftion, that the 
Saints, the Church of God, {hall fill fuffer to the worlds end , the 
queftion is made wich a loud voyce, faying, How long, O Lordyholy and 
sruc, thou mat avenge our biood on them that dsvell the earth? And 
the antuer from heaven faich, that they fhosld refi yer a little fealin, an- 
till shetr fellow fervants alfi,and their brethren that fhould be killed as they 
were.fbould be fubfiiled, Kev.6.10.And the clad and wathed with the 
righteou(netie of Chrift,and the blood of the Lamb, are thofe that 
goe throuzh pre.tt tribulations, Rev. 7.13514. F inally, of this dorine 
we havea double witnelle, two brethren and Apof{tles, whofe praife 
isin all the Churches, Ads 14. 22. who bothas one man conclude 
this truth as a Decree tor ever, That fieh as continye in ibe fsith, muft 
through many tribulations enter into t'e Kingdome of God : which King- 
dome is that which all the Prophets and Apoitles in all umes 
have fpoken of , which in its due place I thal] briedy unfold. 

Herefre. I pray you give us leave to {peak : Have we not clear Scrip- 
ture for the glorious reigneof Chrift upon the earth; and that all 


the Martyrs and holy Prophets fhall rife from the dead, and reigne 
with Chritt a thouland yeares jp all profperity, peace, riches, plenty, 
wealth, and glory, mith fuch telnet Majeity,as never a- 
han this world had before, nor ever fhall have after ? for 
when the thoufand yeares.are expired, then comes the generall refur- 


Truth. Your confeflion thewes you.tp be a Milenarian,which error 


H 
} 
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ALC Ue. 20. 


The Millenarians confuted, 


as tt hath been ancient, fo of late, as of many other errors, there isa 

reviving of this amongft the reft. And as you fay, the fumme of it is, 
that now, orthey know not when, Chriit thall defcend perfonally 
from heaven,and then caufe all the bodies of the Saints that have fuf- 
fered martyrdome from the beginning of the world, to be raifed.and 
Chrift and his Saints to live in this curfed carth, and corruptible 
world, in the enioyment of riches, wealth, power and authority,ma- 
‘efty and Emporality, as no heathen nor Chriftian Monarchy ever 
had in this world before ; ‘and you ground your miftake on Rev. 20. 
15253949529- 

Now I anfwer,that the whole poiition is direly againft the Scrip- 
ture you alledge, rightly underftood : forthe Apoftle Peter aflirmeth 
it plainly, that she heavens muft containe and receive Chrift per{imally, wn- 
sil the of the reftsgution of all thinzs, which Gsd bath fpoken by the 
mouth of all bu holy Prophets fince the world began, A&ts 2.21. Here are 
fuch witnef{es as cannot be excepted avainft, even all his holy 
phets, and then,and not fooner, fhall ibe Lord Fefiss come, which before 
was preached unto you,verle 

And the place you inftance, Revi 20. proves no more the Millenary 
fancie, as youdeicribe it, then it proves a new world inthe Moon; o1 
that men may plow the floods of the Sca to {ow and plant on them. 
And becaufe the true underftanding of that Scripture will over- 

* throw this errorat once, wee will {hew you that the refurreétion 
there {poken of, isthe {pirituall and firft returre€tion which our Sa- 
viour Chritt clearly layesdown both in nature and order, Fohn 5.25. 
And becau(e it is a myitery, therefore his expreffion is more then or- 
dinary, (twice it) [fay unto you, the boure is com- 
ming, and now 144 when the dead fballheare the voyce of she Sonne of 
God, and they that heareit {ball live. Thisis the {pirituall refurreétion 
from fin,through the grace otfregeneration: and thefe are they only 
that live and reigne with Chrift, having fought and gained the King- 
dome of hesvenand the rightcoxfne thereof, Matth.6.33. And thofe on- 
ly that are rifen with Chrift chrough regeneration, are born of God, 
and thofe that are born of God thagyeh faith, are victors, and over- 
eome all tion, even the whole world, and the Prince and King 
thereof, 1 fobn5. 4. andin this fenfethey reigne with Chrift in their 
eftate of remptation.and regeneration, who in their teares and for- 
row are pp in the enjoyment of their Comforter, who anointeth 


them with the un&ion of truth, and teacheth and inftruéeth 
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The Millenarres confuted. 


you to appreltend the meaning of this Scripture, your eyes with 


{> fufficiently, that all the powers and thrones of Antichrift, the 
{ubtilties, crafts and deceits of him andall his learned Clerks, who 
have endevoured and ufed all means poflible to couzen and cheat the 
people of God, for almoft the {pace of this thoufand two hundred 
and fourty yeares here exprefled by the Millenary number onely, be- 
caufeic fhall not exceed more thoufands then one; in which cloudy 
and dark day the holy Ghoft hath foled and guided the fonnes of 
truth, thatallthe Jugglers at Rowse and Bzbylon,could not make them 
to miftake the mark of the Beaft for the mark of the Lamb, nor to 
worthip the Beaft and his image in ftead of the Lord and his Chrift; 
yea, rather then they would defile themfelyes wich the adultery of the 
Whore, they would die a thoufand deaths: for fo faith the T cxt,they 
loft their livesand their heads forthe witneffe of Jefus,& for the pure 
worthip of God contained in his word, Rev. 20. 4. and in {piri- 
mall fenfe they lived and reigned wich Chrift the whole Lime meant 
by the choufand yeares. 

And left the inconfiderate Reader fhould miftake this {piritual re- 
(urre€tion fora corporall, asthe Millenarians doe, the holy Choft 
gives marks and bounds to his Difciples, as evident diltinétions be- 
tween the one and the other, in thele words, Adzrvell not at thu, Fohu 
5-28. for the is coming, (hee doth nottay as before, and ) 
in which all that arein the graves (ball heare bis voyce; which al! con- 
tains every one good and bad at the general refurreftion : and there- 
fore your do&rine is contrary tothe truth the Scriptures hold out 
to us : forthe Thrones, and they chat fate upon them, which you ex- 
pound to be Chrift and his Saints, the holy Ghoft difcovers the 
quite contrary, even to bee the power and authority of Antichrift 
himfelte, who hada Charter granted him of God, and under his 
own hand, forthe whole time limited to defolate and confume the 
Saints, who br threir {innes fake the Lord doth often give them up to” 
the pleafure and rage of fuch heathenifh murtherers and perlecuters 
for a feafon, to enter into the Sanftuary, and {poyle the heritage of 
the Lord, Ferem.9.16.Lam.t.10. And if you had but lookt upon the 
Text with cleane cyes,wa ith the water of repentance, and had 
learnd the fong of forrow of the mourner, you would not have been 
fo blear-eyed.as to have taken the abomination forefpoken of by Da 
niel che Prophet,to bethe Kingdome of Chrift, that all Gods fervants 
witnelle to,and give teftimony of : And that if it may be poffible for 


ceares, 
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teares,and wipe them with the love of the truth, and look upon the 
Text once again , and compare the 20:chapter verfe 2. with the 12. 
chapter verfe3. and you fhall fee the fame Dragon in the one place 
in the Echnick Heathenifh power of the Roman Emperour, with ‘all 
fiercenefle and unbridled cruelty, to havock, deftroy, and kill the 
Saints and children of God exercifed in a tenfold perfecution, to 
obliterate & wipe out of the earth the name of Chriit,the woman his 
fe,and her firft and primitive fruir, whichiwas born to reign with 
Chrift for ever ; which power and authority the Vevill inttigated, 
and ftirred up with all their malice and hatred, as with a flood, cau- 
fed as it were by the breach of the Sea, fo that the wife of the Lord 
had no way to e.cape drowning and devouring, but to flie into the 
wilderneffe, there to preferve her felfe, and fo many of her children as 
the had preferved from death,where fhe was a‘ligned co {tay an hotire, 
amonth, a day, and a yeare, Rev.9.15. 
The fame Dragonin the 20. Chapter youfindto be bound ; and 
yet in all and every day of his religation, to kill and deftroy the 
Saints juft as he did before, onely differing in the manner : tor nowit 
is with a reftraint, fecretly and cunningly, by guile and crafr, preten- 
ding Chriftianiry, and taking on him the name of a. Chriitian, and 
never the leffe Devill chen hee was before, onely a pretence makes the 
difference : for ever jince the great battel] that he tought, and loit the 
field for Adich 2c! and his Angels prevailed then againit the Dragon 
and his Angels ; that ever {ince all along Popery, the Devill hath 
turned Chriftian ; and herein bya bounded and reltrained way, effe- 
&ed his enmicy to che full,as he did before in the Heathens,in an open 
profeffed oppofition to Chrift and Chriftianiry. Andit isto bee ob- 
ferved, that when the Devill turned to be a Chriftian, then hee put 
on Jupiters coat upon Chrilts back, and made the modell and plat- . 
forme of Chriitian Religion, jut after the fathion of the Idoll Gods 
of the Heathen; and like a Juggler and deceiver, playes the fame game 
divers and feveral wayes,fometimes among ft men,fometimes among ft 
the Angels of liv ht, fometimes on horfeback, fometimes on toot ; he 
rides on a red horfe with a great {word among the Heathens in the 
Impérial! perfecution 5 and cook outward peace from the primitive 
Chriftians, as well as from the carth it felfe. In the time of Papacie, 
among carnall Chriftians, he rides ona palehorfe ; where the Devil- 
lith Dragon his rider, is called death it felfe, and hell followed with 


him,Rev.6.4-8. So then,let him have liberty. & freedcme,or per and 
reftra'ne 
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reftraine him, in all conditions he effe&ech his work of envie, hatred 
and malice againit the Church of God. Now there is one thing more 
) in the Text, and when I have {poke a word or two of the meaning 
: thereof, I hope then you will fee rhis Scripture proves not yourerror. 
And thusit followes, After that be muft be loofed a little feajon. Andin 
~ the feventh verfe, And when the thoujsnd years are expired, Satan {hall be 
loofed ows of bis prifon ; which words {ound as if che Devil! fhould be- 
come the great red Dragon again atter the reigne of Antichrift, and 
fall to a& his firft part the fecond time,to deny the Lord Jefus whom 
all this while he hath confefled,and to tet himlelte to doe the utmoft 
he can to oppolé the very name of Chriit and Chriltians ; and in this 
jenfe doth the holy Ghoft clearly expound thefe words in other 
Scriptures, as our Lord himteltc, Adsteb. 24. doth clearly de(cribe and 
diicover the whole time ot Antichrifts abominadion and perfecution, 
as Daniel did prophefie of it, which is sal. and every part and 
feafon of the bound and reftrained condition of the Dragon be- 
forementioned. And immediatly, faich our Lord, after the tribulation 
of thofe dayes fo4ll the Sunne be darkned, the Adoon fhall not give ber 
lightyand the Starres (ball fall from heaven, and the powers of beaven (hall 
be foakensver{.29, In all which termes our Lord {peakes figuratively, 
and that another power after the end of Antichrifts tyranny, {hall a- 
rife and fulfill thelefayings of his, which things were prophelied of 
before, by the Prophet Ezekiel, chap. 38.2.& 39.1. and afterwards 
fo underitood by the Apoftle Fobn, Rev.20.8,9,10. which Gog and 
Magog Saint Fobn under to bee the Kings of the Eaft, and the 
whole world. Rev.1 6.12,13,14. where in a vilion he faw the Devill 
come out of the mouth of the Dragon, thatis, he left the Ethnick 
Imperiall power,and alfothe power of the Beaft,and beaftly Claeys 
he will deceiveby thatfalfe Prophet nolonger ; butas he left all his © 
old inftruments, {0 he goes on to makeufe of a new one, thefe {pirits 
of Devils goe forth unto the Kings ofthe earth, thatis, they goe unto 
them that are ofthe power at this time,even th of the 
whole world,to gather them to the battel] of the great day of God 
Almighty; which Kings of the Eaft, and of the Earth, and of the 
whole World, cannot beunderftood of any but of him that writes 
himfelfe God of Gods, and King of Kings, and Emperour of the U- 
niverfe,the whole world,who giveth for ‘his Enfigne the Moon , the 
Embleme of the world. Obferve how the Holy Ghoft hath de- 
hisreigne and refidence, the Eaft ; for his 
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The Turk [hall darken the Sun, &c, 


the earth earthly and fenfuall, even the idle fancy aud corrupt deceit 
of Mahomet himfelf, mingled and compofed of the parings, out-fide 
and offall of the profeflion of Chriftizns, Fewes and Heathens; and 
laftly, his unparalleld power and jurifdi&tion to be no lefle then the 
force and ftrength of thewhole world. Now methinks the meaning 
of our Lords words,doth agree with his fervant Johns;for by theterm 
Sun, our Lord doth mean himfelfe, the Sun of righteoufnefle, the 
truth of the Gofpel ; and it muft be a great power that muft fo op- 
pofe the dofrine of the Gofpeljin Chriftendome,as to turn our light, 
that is, the light of men into the darknefle of AZzbometifme, and that 
that Eg yptiun dine that hath overfpread the greateft part of the 
world where the Zzrk hath dominion, fhould darken Chriftendome 
alfo, that is, the Land of Gofhen, if the true light {hould thus be made 
dark, then the Moonghat hath no light but from the Sun, fhall not 
give herlightin our SY vigurswords; and in his meaning alfo, men 
that are inlightened | | him, asthe Moon isby the Sun, thall not give 


theirlight; for hoy jan they poflibly, when Chrift which is their 
light is darkened ? ai,/ when the Sun and Moon thus fail, then muft 
needs the Stars, wheefer Minifters or Profeflors, all fuch ag are not 
the faithful! indeed {ffl fall from heaven to the earch,that is,from the 


— truth to Adzhometifme; and in this great {torm,the powers of Heaven, 

ele& and faithfull, from which condition it is impoflible they fhould 
fall ; yet faich the Text,thefe (hall be fhaken with the terrible ftorm,which 
compared with Rev. 6. 12. makes it more cleare; for the Sun became 
as fackcloth of haire, faith the Apoftle, and the Moon became as blood, 
_ andthe Stars of heaven fell unto the earth 5 even a a Figetree cafteth ber 

untimely figs when {hee is {haken with a mighty wind; here the Apoftle 
is Cleare in underftanding the Stars to be not true born Chriltians, 
but untimely: and as S*. Jude {peaks andcallsthem, wandering ftars, 
to whom is referved the blackneffe of darkneffe for ever, verf. 13. But blef- 
~ fed be God for ever,that hath bounded and limited this laft and great 

ftorm (that fhall fall upon his Church, {0 as the very powers thegeof 


fhall be fhaken) with thefe comfortable words, immediately, quickely,— 


it (ball be over, it {hall continue but a little feafon. | 

Heref- For the opinion of the /illenaries, che truth is, there is no 
fhew of ground for it in che Scriptures, but weghave of late gathered 
our {elves into a Church communion and fell , and walk toge- 


therin thar order that Chrifts Word holds out 6 us, finding in our 
praétice che Scriptures trae,that as AZfes faichfull in all his houfe 
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asa fervant, fo Chrift asa fon is faithfull in his houfe, fo that we or- 


The of the Independents. 


der all things according to the Word,and advance Chrifts Kingdom, 
his Scepter and Law in the purity, as the Scripwires do declare; be- 
lieving alfo, that every congregation is independent, and that none 
but Chei't hath power to commandeach congregation; and that 
none ought tobe conftrained, orin the lea!t meafure oppofed or pu- 


nifhed, as touching, their coni{ciences,but every man ought,and fhould_, 


live as the light of his conicience leads him. 

« Trath.By what you expre.s,you fhould be an Independent,as cal! 
you,and as fome of your judgement call or term them fel ves, wherefore 
I demand of you all,that would have general! liberty for every mans o- 
pinion,whom I mean by Independent where you tind it written in Gods 
Word, that you fhould gather.or congregate your felves in that man- 
ner asyou do; you thathavebeen Minilters, to leave your paltorall 
charges,and-ochers,to forfake their fellow-member-{hip in each Con- 
gregation, fur asmuch as the Law of this Chriftian Church, as cou- 
ching matters for publike worfhip and meeting doth incorporate eve- 
ry Congregation or Parith, and of many members makes them but 
one body, and yet you trom this body, ichifme and rent your elves, 
and fu t divers torn pricces, remnants and broken members, to patch 
up a body or congregation of your Cwn invention, contrary tothe 
publike orderjthe Scatute lawes and ordinances of this Chriftian 
Church, and againtt che meaning of the holy Scriptures alfo; and 
when you your felves have made a body of your own making, then 
to have peculiar priviledgesto do what you pleafe wich the confent 
of your members; and whatfvever you.fhall do, to be beyond all 
power or magi{iracy whatloever,to either queftion you or punifh you, 
although by the ru'e of Gods Word there be caufe, and all chat all 
of you have done yer, is but ourward and external. 

Now, I demand if there be precept or prefident for any or all thefe 
things you du,if there bethen thew it; it youcan fhew none, for fo! 
am lure you cunnot,;then howcan you clear your felves, but that your 
praftice is of your own inventions? For, this is your doftrine, that 
thofe rules and orders which are prefcribed by men, for the publique 
worthip and fervice of God, being not plainly exprefled in Gods 
Word, fuch lawes and dire&tions are Idolatry ; and:yet will you de- 
vile rules and ordeggg@iid praGtife them your felyes of your own or- 


daining, for which¥¥on can, bring no exprefle word, nor true confe- 
quence. Ipray fee the conclufion ; therefore your way of Religion. 
is 
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is a wil-worthip, and therefore Idolatrous, and aggravated,becaufe it 


is again{t the lawfull demands of Chriitian auchoricy. Here I would’ 


not be miftaken, by what I have faid, to oppote the private {pi: ieuall 
communion of the Saints, according to the Apoitles practice, and the 
Holy Ghotts dire€tion, Hebr. 10.25. But you fay, this Texe proves 
your Church-way, Hebrews Chap. 3. Vert. 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6. the fub- 
ftance of which Scripture is this, that as AZfes was taithfull in all his 
houfe, asa fervant, {0 Chrift as a fon,is faithtull over his houle; you 
making Adofes his taithtulnefie co contift in thole pretcripts and rules 
he gave tor the Temple, or Tabernacle in the torm and ttru€ture, for 
Prie and their habits, tor the of incenie, (acritices, divine fer- 
Vic “he Oracles and Ordinances ot God, even all the external! 
fore. and manner of Gods publike Worthip : and you fay,that Chrifts 
his houfe under the Golpel is not interiour to Afofes 
under che }.ow in allexternall lawes,rules and dire&tions in every par- 
ticular, for as much as Chrilt is the Son of his own houfe, and as 
Miler had a word for every thing, fo Chrift hath letc a word for 
every Ling. | 

Ir istrue, ts faid to be faichfull to makeand do every thing 
according to the plat-form and pattern which he faw that was fhewed 
hin in the Mount, and his work was to make a temporall refem- 
blance of the eternall Tabernacle, which in a vilion was fhewed him, 
and therefore he made the Tabernacle or moving Temple, and every 
particular that concerned che material things,boch for fubftance and 
circum tance, which were all figures and fhadowes of that to come ; 
and will you make that tocome the Apoftle {peaks of outward mate- 
riall external! things and circum{tances, and the Church of Chritt 
under the Gofpel, anfwerable in outward materiall externall things 
and circum {tances preferibed to the Jewes by the Law ot AMofes? then 
you mutt have a Cord for the form and matter Of Churches or houfes 
of meeting, a word co direc us, who,and how (hall b: Minifters,who 
for what fort of men,and how they thalbe ordained,and a word tor the 
bels for calling che congregation together; a word for the Minifters a- 
ions in the adminiftration of all holy fervices;a rule for difmifling the 
allembly wich a blefling; a word for childrens baptifme,as for circum - 
cilion; a word for the time & matter of the Lords Supper,as which of 
all yrapes for wine,and which of all grains for bread;and for the man- 
ner and gefture for communication, as for the eet the feve- 


rall other circumf{tances about Gods by a 
| plain 
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word preltiibed wothepeople. Now, ifChrift by himfelf,or his 
no fuch particular word or direCtion forthe exter- - 
nall manner of his Churches, publique fervices and order, as before 


areexpreft, then by your argument, Chrift the Lord is not fo faith- 


full as Adofes the fervant, which is blafphensy in any one fo to fpeak. 


Wherefore it appeares plainly you do not underftand the Apoftles 
meaning’; And that you may confider the Text,' look again, and it 
will teach you, which faith, shis man was comsted worthy of more glory 
then Moles, in as much as be who bath builded the house, bath more bonour 
then the boule; and again, Chrift is faichfull, asa fon over his own 
houfe, to purchale and redeem, to call, to make, to blefle, to fan&tifie 
and fave it eternally; and this {pirituall houle, this heavenly Taber- 
nacleisthat which the Apoftle proves Chriltto exceed AZjfes in even 
in the fubftance ic felf, which all A4ofes work did but witneffe to, and 
figure forth,and therefore the Apoftle makes the Sons houfe to be the 
Saints, the called and juftified of God, whofe houfe are wee, &c. that 
is, all Gods ele& regencrated ones; wherefore, as the Holy Ghoft 
faith, To day,faich he, if you will hear bis voycesbarden not your bearts that 
is,repent, that your fins may be done away, this is Chrifts way and 
method to build his Houfe, his Church, to make them f{piritual! by 
regeneration, and of thefe {pirituall fons to build his everlalting Ta- 
_ bernacle ; and chus Chriit the Lord,the Son,the great Mafter-builder, 

isthe high Prieft and Minilier of the boly (andtuzry, the true Tbernacle 
whichGod doth buildor pitch, and not man, Heb.8.2. and in this 
fenfé every where doth the Holy Ghoft underftand the Sons Houfe, 
or Church of Chrift ; the Temple of Godis boly, faith the Apottle, 
which Temple yee are, t Cor. 3.17. andagain, Tee are the Temple of the 
Holy Ghoft, which is in yor, which you have of God and not of man, 
1 Cor.6.19. and in the 20 verle, that it is the purchafe of Chrifts blood, 
and thefaithfulneffe of the fon of the Houle; and again, faith hee, 
Chrift loveth the Church, and gave bimfélf for it, that bee might wafh it 
and cleanfe it with the wafhing of water by the word, Ephel. 5. 25, 26. 
this is the body,that is of Chrift, which the whole ceremonial! law of 
Mofes were but thadowes of; and the faithfulnefle of Chrift in his 
houfe confitting of fuch {picituall fubftances, as hath been before de- 
icribed, take heed how you affe& outward externall forms, rules 
and onder ; for we find in Scripture, that fuch as have been of your 
mind, to promote and advaice, refting and glorying in the outward 
obfervation aiid common things of the Church, that ee 
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the wort of Chriftians and the perfecutors of the Saints= wherefore 
take heed of popularity and externall dignity, for the outward 
ftate of the Church of the Jewes killed the prophets, amd floned them 
shat were fent unto them, and yet their outward {tate was of Gods or- 
dinance, and yours of your own inventions, like the cafe of the Scribus 
and Pharifees in our Saviour Chrifts time, whofe fair fpeeches, pre~ 
tences andcolourable thewes, sere high in efteem amongst mens yet an 
abomination before the Lord, Luke 16.15. And the Prophet feremiah 
faith, the Paftors that fhould have gathered and fed Chrifts fbeep, did de- 
firoy and fcatter the fheep of Gods pafture, and tread down the faithfyll 
like the dirt of the frreets Ia. 51.23. Propbefie againft the Shepherds, 
faith the Lord to the Prophet, Son of man, propbefie againft the Shepherds 
of Ifrael, and fay unto them, Wo be tothe Shepherds of Ifrael, who feed 
shemfelves, ana not the flock , Sc. the difeafed have they nat flreugthened, 
neither have they bealed that which was fick , neither b.sve they bound up 
that which was broken, nor brought that which was driven away, nor fought 
that which was loft, but with force and with cruelty have you ruled them, 
Ezek. 34. 25334 How many of you ts isthere, that deny 
the food of life to the Lambs of Chrift? and will neither preach to 
them the Word,nor deliver to them the Sacraments, except they fub- 
mit co your devifed fancied covenant, and yeeld to fuch a confeflion of 
your own deviling, or elfe to be excluded your Church and commu- 
nion in Gods ordinances, which God himfelf freely offers to all chae 
receive the common faith ? this new Jndependency is but old Popery,who 
laid as fair claims to the name Riches and Treafurie of Chrifts Church 
as you can do, by what ever have found publithed by any of your 
leaders, and your humane church conftitution, no better then chat of 
Babylon : wherefore omit riot to procure oil tor your Lamps while the 
market lafteth, left your indeavour be too late, when-youcannoc 
purchafe it. 
You that talk fo muchof Gods Word, andunderftand fo litele of 
it,I pray you tell me-where the name that moft of youcall your felves 
by is tobe found in che Scripeures ; I am fure che term I is 
not once mentioned in all che Churches of the Saints ; yea, of and by 
them the quite contrary is affirmed : For, faith the Apottle, #he ee 
cannot fay to the band, Ihave no need of thee, nov again, the bead to the 
feet, I bave no need of you: for as the body is one,and bath miny members, 
and all she members of that one body being many, are one body 4 foisChrift, 
1 Cor.12.21. and again, by vse Spirit meeare baptized into ome 
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ver{. 12, 13. that is, the whole Church, whether we be Fems or Gen- 
tiles ; So then to follow the Apoftles argument,if there can be no In- 
dependency of che members of,or in one body,then no particular Con- 
eregation or Church can be independent trom the reft ; and the reafon 
is beyond anfwering, becaufe all particular Churches make but one, 
which is the body of Chrift ; and this is che Apoitles inference, ad fi 
alo is Chrift, veri. 5. fo we being many are one body in Chrif’, 21d every ome 
members one of another ; fo then fee the memberihip an’ (hurch-way 
of Gods Church in a {pirituall and fupernatura)! reipect, ood not in 
a humane voluntary covenant,ot which the Scripture ‘atch, 
der ate, but mot by me, (2ith the Lord, therefore acknor edie riot a dem 
racy toall them, to whom this people (faith the Lord ) 
racy, lia. 8.12. tor the confederacy or people covenanted togethe: 
by God,the Apoitle calls all the tuffering Saints, theie ere body 
Chrifi (in theie words) fir bis body fake which as dis Cher, 
24. Wheretore now fee in aword, how by miftakinge Gods Wor, 
you miftake the Scriptures, and the meaning of Chirilis taithfuneis 
| in his houfe as a fon, in compariion of Adofes taithtulnefs asa fervant. 
| _. Herefie. In this his faying, hee reproaches us all, for his ipcech 
| againit the externall and outward gathering of Churches, whether 
Authoricy allow of it or no,ts againit us all in particular; for we all. 
agree in that, and in the freedome and liberty ot our coniciences 
without gueition, or any controul of any power, authority or ma- 
giltracie what{oever. 

Truth. Indeed this is the do&rine you all teach and cry out for 
with one voyce or confent,for which caule I term’d you all at tirft,all 
one enemy bound together wich the new-found common With of In- 
dependency, which under a fair pretence, as under the pleafant objec 
of green grafle lies the Snake or Serpent, to deftroy the very truth of 
God ; and how ever you endeavour to bind Sampjon, the holy childe 
of God, as Dalilzh the Harlot did, yet the With of your own in- 
vention, which you call Independency, can the child and mother of 
Truth break in funder like a ftraw of Rye, and grafle of the field, 
to be burned wich fire, never again to be reckoned among ft the matter 
of Gods building ; and that we may difcover this ftrawand ftubble 
more cleerly, let us confider what you fay,in that you all agree in the 
freedome arid liberty of con{cience,&c. where by the Contcience 
without duc diftinctien, you pucupon us mott grofle and abfurd con- 
clutions: For what do you fay? in the general] you all fay as much 


for 


+ 
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tor Popery, Familifme, Arriani{me, Arminiani{me,and all the reft of the 
Herelies in particular as for your felves; Wherefore to cleere the que- 
ftion by the rule of truth, note and obferve, that the Scripture {peaks 
af the term conicience in a manifold diftinétion: firftgenerally of two 
forts,g0od and bad : fecondly, apart, and ofboth particularly ; and 

Firft, for the good, which is co be confidered in a double refpe& ; a 
trong confcience anda weak conf{cience, fo diftinguithed, becaufe 
{ome are ftrong through experience of the truth, and a great meafure 
of knowledge, others through want thereof are weak, which weak 
conicience ought not to be fore’d, but born withall and fupported, as 
1 Thef5.14. 1 Cor.8.759,10. 14. and chap. 9. 22. both which con- 
{ciences the Scripture calls good, pure, wafhed and purged, 1 Tim. 1.5. 
1 Pet. 3.21. 2 Tim. 1, 3. Heb. 9.14. and 13.18. Again, in the ge- 
nerall fenie, the bad or evill contcience, that ought not to be born 
with and fupported, in no reipe& whatloeverswhich con{cience hath 
a twofold diltinGtion alfo: tor.every man by nature, the ele& as well 


as the reprobate, hath an evill con{cience ; and therefore the Apoftle » 


{peaking in che perfon of the regenerate elect, Hed. 10. 22. faith chus ; 


Having our hearts {orinckied fiom an evil! con{cience,ana our bodies wafbea 


with purew iter, cleerly {hewing hereby, that the confciences of the 
ele& themie!ves are wicked and evill by nature, before regeneration. 

And in the tecond place, the Apoftle co Timothy,and to the Church 
of peaks ofa hizher degree of an evill con{cience, even 
of such ashad kinownethecruth, and yet had not received the love of 


the truth; four which caule God fends ftrong delufions, that 


foow d believe ties,2 Thei.2. Andas fuch do not love the ci uth,to they 
depart from the true faith, and in fiead thereof, give heed to feducing 
fpirits, and dotirines of Devils, {peaking and preaching lies in byposrifie; 
baving their confciences feared with a hot iron, Tim. 4-1, 2. And the 
Spicit of God {peaks exprefly of the latter times, in which laft dayes 
of the world wee now live in, which dayes and times wee by experi- 
ence find to be perillous and dangerous, and by reafon of the crafty, 
cunning, devillith do&trines that are invented and fown amongit us, 
that wee find our Lords words true, If it sere poffible they fbould de- 
cetve the very ele? ; for under fair {peeches and religious pretences, 
they broach and fow dangerous doétrines: one cries-out for Popery, 
all the abominations thereof ; another with his pretended new 
light; doth even darken the true light of men; others fay the Spirit of 


option is in all men, afhining and burning lightin | 
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and in the natural! obfcured and covered over with corruptions, as 
the fireis rak’d upin afhes ; others fay, a man hath no more foule 
then a horfe, and that the refurreétion fhall be alike between men 
and beafts ; others fay there is neither Angel nor Spirit, neither hea- 
ven nor hell, neither refurretion nor perfection ; others fay they are 
Chrift, the prophetied Metiiah ; others affirm of themfelves they are 
the two Witnelfles, the two Olive-trees, the two Prophets, and the 
two Candlefticks; others blafphemoufly fay, that our Lord Jefus 
Chiriit was adeceiver,and fo was the Apoftles; they alfo {peak {leigh- 
ly of the Scriptures, and fay of themfelves, that they can write as 
good {cripture asany of thofe wee have; others are meere Atheifts, 


and fay all things come by nature, and that they know not, nor ho 


for any better condition then the prefent, and will fay thefe words, 
and fuch like ; Let us eat and drink, and be merry, for to morrow wee 
thall die: thefe, and a thoufand fuch blafphemies are maintained 
amoneg,t us, and will every one of them plead, it is their confcience fo 
to belicve, which by your do&rine, fhould all be futfered without op- 
pofition and punifhment ; tor fhame never plead any longer for Baal, 
buc fearchrthe Scriptures, the Word of God, and it will teach you, 
that themouths of fuch Heretiques and blafphemers muft be ftopped, 
t 11. andS'. Pax! is as exprefle in this point, J would they were 
cut off that trouble you, Gal. 5.12. Lpray do not the fore-named falfe 
and lying {pirits preach another Gofpel, another God, another 
Chrift, and {6 fall within that rule of Aofes, Deut. 13.5. that Prophet 
and that dreamer of dreames, that perfrvadeth from our true God to a fale, 
fhall be put to death, according to that holy Prophets commiffion, 
Ezra 7. 26. that wholoever would not do the Law of God, and the 
King, execution fhall be made upon them, whether unto death, or unto ba- 
nifhment, or confif{cation of goods, or imprifonment. Oh remember Gods 
own hand again(t fuch blafphemous gain-fayers,and with{tanders of 
God and man, Nwmb.6. the earth opened its mouth and buried them 
alive, their tents, wives, children, cattell, and all chat pertained to 
them, Wherefore give unto God the things that are Gods, and to Cefar 
the things that are Cefars, do not build Babel again, under pretence of 
contcience ; and Jearn this truth, that you muft netds be fubjet 
to all lawfull rules, lawes and orders, not only for wrath, but alfo for 
contcience fake, Rom. 13.5. i 
Now tor as much as upon truetriall all of you of all forts that 
arenot born of God, are plainly proved to be none of Gods houfe; 


none 
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none of Chrifts Church,nor the Temple of the Holy Ghoft;therefore, 
that {he may more apparently appear to your under{tanding, I fhall 
indevour to make a brief defcription of her & her children. The Scrip- 
ture {peaks of her fometimes by the name of a man,and fometimes un- 
der the name and appellation of a woman : and at other times, in the 
Neuter gender,either he or fhe,in thefe words, They wwercame him with 
the blood of the Lamb, &c. They loved not their lives unto the death ; hee 
{aid unto them on his right hand, Come yee bleffed of my Father, 8c. 
and abundance the like Scriptures, by which terms, cither {ex is to be 
underftood : now where the Scriptures fet forth unto us the Saints 
and Church of Chrift in the Feminine gender, under the name and 
title of a woman, then it notes unto us her fruicfulnefle, in bringing 
forth unto God,as well asuntomen. Jerufalem from above is the mo- 
ther of us all, Gal. 4. 26, Of ws all, thatis, of all thole that are born of 
God, which birth is {piricuall and heavenly, as before hath been 
fhewed; and in this fenfe fhe brings forth fruit unto God alfo, Rom.7. 
And to men,Gods eleéted fervants, fhee is a nnrfing mother, with 
bowels of compatlion,fhe hath two brea {ts full of fincere milk for her 
little ones that are young; and for her ftrong and elder children, fhee 
hath ftronger meat, fhe killeth for them her beafts ; fhe bath wine and 
bread, {be furnifbes ber table, Prov. 9. with a feaft of fat things, a feaft 
of wines on the lees, of fat things full of murow, Ufa. 25.6. The fruit of 
the rightows is a tree of life, and they tht turn fouls unto Ged are wife, 
Prov. 11.30. The children of this woman are the children of Wil- 
dome our Lord f{peaksof, who only are they that can teftifie to the 
truth, Thefe are the wife that (hall {bine as the brightneffe of the firmament ; 
and thefe are they that turn many unto righteoufneffe, who {hall be bereafter 
as glorious as the ftars for ever and ever; this is the whom God calls Sion 
and Ferufalem, that bringeth glad tidings, even the Pm voyce, the 
ople in whofe beart #s Gods Law, and covenant of life tor ever,in and 
them preferved ; for they are the keepers of his truth, and as they 
know the truth, fo they preach it and declare it; itis a fountain in 
them, Out of their bellies do flow rivers of water of life: fo allo itis 
a ftore-houfe,a magazine of the Lords provifion,abundance, a plenty 
of things, old and new; this good man, out of the treafirry of his 
good heart,bringeth forth chat whichis good ; this houtholder is the 


Scribe inftru&ted unto the kingdome of heaven, who bringeth forth | 


of his treafury things new and old ; their fountain is their own and 
not anothers;it is only this {piricuall and womari,the Chureb 


true Church. 


The defeription of the 


of Chrift,who unfoldeth and miketh known to the world the manifold wi: 
dom of God,Eph.3.10.which woman tometimes,according to the grace 
given her, iscalled 2 holy wom m, 2 purc, undefiled, chaft virgin ; behold, 
shefe are my mother, faith the Lord himfe!t : and fometimes glortoufly 
defcribed ; there appeared in heaven, faith S*. Fobn, 4 great wonder, 1 
svom in clothed with the Sun, and the Moon under ber feet, and “pan ber 
head a cromn of twelve ftars, great with chtid, travelling in birth with p sin 


peady to be delivered, Pev.i2. 1, 2. Odferve, this woman is continual! y 


fruictull, fil increaling, {ill big, travelling and bringing torth unro 
God; and as fhe is thus glorious in regard ot her graces, fo in regard 
of her forrows and fufievings,{he isc ed 2 barren fuch har- 
lors ascall thenjlelves the wile of Chri!t, who not know ov thelow, 
che {piricuall, che humble penitent poor condition via Spoute, 
defpife her, hate and contemn her, as Haga the bond-maid did her 
Miftrefs Sarah, the free-woman, and reportofher that is ce Lords 
Jove and delight, as defolateand forfaken of her husband, evn ace 
fpicable and torlorn widow, and thail {0 be accounred ot ail th we 
filthy,till her fufferings are endedseven as the ofi-(couring oF 
This holy Church of Chritt,js al deforibed unto us in the Scripture, 
under the Mafcnline appellation, a nea, the firft-borm, a manschiud; 
eaelfaith the Lord by che Prophet, ts my firft-borm, Deut. 2.23. Lei my 
fon go, faith the Lord for is my fin, my Tame 
father te Yfrael, faich the Lord, and phraim w my firft-born, ler.31. 9. 
where by God means his faichful choien people, 
his Church: fothe frit and peimitive trute of che Church, under the 
Gofpel,is called am m-child, Revi 2 And {hee Lrewobt forth A 
child who mas to rit’e all nations with a rod of rn. Now this name or 
appellation of the Church, notes out unto us rwo things: Firit, the 
honour and dignity of che Church, thar although now in this life they 
Suffer, and gu by che wor't of all carnall and ourward Chriftians, yet 
an the time to conie, they {hall receive the felf-fame honour which to 
their Lord alone, and in chief belongeth : And as they fhalJ have the 


fame honour with their Lord,AZat.19. Rev.2. fo the Lord is pleated to 


be called by their title alfo, Pal. 89. 27. I will make-bim my firft-born, 
higher then the Kings of the earth ; and ‘a he freaks of Sys Church, 
werf.29. His feed alfo will I make to indure for ever, and bis throne as the 
dayes af besvenzwhere he will place his Church with himfelf for ever- 
more, Afat.0,28. Rev.2. 27. with him in his throne; yea,in his owne 
throne. In the fecond place,this Mafculine tide notes out unto ree 


Thea of the true C burch. 


birth-right and inheritance that by right belongs unto the Church 
of God ; that as the firft-born man-child is the heirapparent,both by 
Scripture and nature, fo the Lords firft-born is the apparent heir of 
a inheritance: and to this truth doth the Apoftle wit- 
nefle in thefe words, Rom. 8.17. If children, then heirs, heirs with God, 
and joynt beirs with Chrift, heirs of {slvation, Heb.1. 14. Heirs according 
to the promife, Gal.3.29, Heirs according to the hope of erernall life, Tit. 3. 
7. Hetrs of the kingdame which hee hath promifcd to them that love bim, 
James 2. 5. Oh how fweet and comtourtable are the words! I could 
alwayes be mindfull of them ; yea,ot this word, heirs of the kingdome 
which hee hath promifed, &c. which now calls me to mind of my pro- 
-mife at firft, to defcribe in its due place, the ftone that was cut out 
without hands,which {mote the Image upon his feet, which became a 
great mountain,and filled che whole earth, @e. 
This tern: A4vwntain,in the Scriptures,fets forth unto us,often lite- 
rally,the hils,or higheft parts of the earth,but figuratively the greateft 
powers that are in this world, or that tocome ; and fometimes by 
mountain we areto underitand, {uch carnal! and naturall men as have 
high thoughts, and great e‘teem of themfelves ; and therefore as it is 
_prophelied of Fobn che Baptift, Ifa. 40. 3, 4. fo ic was fultlled by him, 
Luke 3. 4. who by the great gifts given him of God to work repen- 
tance,whereby he prepared the Lords way,and turned the difobedient 
to the wifdeme of the juft; and of the operation of his Minifterie, itis 
faid, Every mowntait and bill wa brought low, &c. meaning, that the 
hearts of difobedient naturall men were made penitent, and their 
high thoughts humbled. Alio by the term mountain wee are toun- 
derftand, all thofegreat powers, dignities and authorities that have 
rifen up, and born {wayin this world, ever {ince the creation thereof, 
and among tt the reft,thofe Monarchies, efpecially at the beginning ot 
our Difcourfe,particularly name 1,and with them,all nations and Re- 
ligions, Papifts, and others, as well Chriftians as Pagans, that have at 
all times hated, perfecuted and de{troyed the Saints, the Church ot 
Chriftsand wich this trach,the Prophet Jeremiah was well acquainted, 
in faying,in the name of the Lord, that hee sould render unto Babylon, 
ad all the inbsbitants of Chaldes, all their evill that they had done to Sion; 
BeholdyI am againft thec, O deftreying mowntain, faich the Lord, which 
deftroyedft all the earth, &c. ler.51.24,2§- and again, Who art thou, O 
great mountaint,thou foalt be mide a plain, Zac. 4.7. And for chis caute, 
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even for the great oppreilion of his fervants and people, will the — 
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made without hands, as that Tabernacle which God doth build, and 


Lord fhortly go forth wa mighty msn, be foall ftir up jealoufie like a Lanai 
of war, hee foal cry, yea roare;, bee {hall prevail ag ainft bis enemies mighti- 
fy ; and alchough he have been long {ilent and held his 


ce, and re-~ 
Qrained himéelf all this world long, and hath fuffered his own wife 
and little children to be affli&ted wich judgement from all the powers 


and authorities that have ruled in the carth, yet now it is neer at 


hand, chat be tht fball come will come, and will not tarry, but will de- 


ftroy and devour at once all che mountains and hils that have defo- 
Jated his own little holy hill of Sion, Ifa.42.13,14,15. Pfal. 2. 6. And 
this holy hill of Sion, which David {peaks of, is the {mall ftone, cut 
out of the mountain without hands, that Daniel fo long before faw 
in a Vilion,which became fo greata mountain, that it brake to pieces 
the gold, the filver, the brafle, theiron, the clay, chat no place was 
found for them for ever hereafter. Now the holy Scribe Ezra,is 


 fhewed what the mountain cut out without handsis, 2 Ezr.13.35. that 


it is Sion, the Church of God, and her King, the Son of God, ftan- 
ding on thetop of this mount Sim (a pofture of Maije'ty, belonging 
only to a King, ) and that this King {hould wichout {word, or lifting 
up his hand, or any inftrument of war, deftroy the multicudes that 
came out to fight againft him wich a blatt of fire, fent out of his 
mouth,and out of his lips a faming breach and {parkles, and tempeit 
calt out with his tonguc, ver{- 10. and che torments are like to a flame, 
and their deftruftion (hall be with the law,that is,tike unto fire, v. 28. 
And the peaceable multitude are theten Tribes, carried away by Sal- 
manefer, king of Ajsyria; now both their carrying into captivity pat 
long ago,and their return which is not yet brou:ht to a live- 
ly type of the Saints captivity, both of F.2ves and Gentiles, in the 
Churches preffures and fuferings, and of their deliverance and falva- 
tion alfo; as likewife the fet-time to be in the day of the Lord Jefus 
his coming and revealing, v.28. to the 50. compared with 2 King.17. 


And farther,tt filled the whole earth, faith the Text, Dan.2. 
ferve the P 


hetsexpretlion, that the holy mountain of the ables 
the firft was {een to be a ftone cut out without hands, which cleerly 
deciphereth unto us, the true nature of the Church of Chrift in her 
hrft and fuffering condition, the ten Tribes captiviry in their eftate of 
regeneration, by which fheeis made a holy, living, {pirituall ftone- 
houfe, and {Omade or fathioned, not‘by mans hands, or any humane - 
power, as all the flefhly Synagogues of this world are, but cut out and 
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not man, which is the trae Church or Tabernacle, Heb. 8.2. And as 1 
have often touched before, continually all this life long fuffers under 
chofe that are evill and malignant,truly f0 called: whereforethe Lord 
by the Prophet comforts this holy Church and mother of truth ; for 
a moment have I forfaken theesbut with great mercies will I. gather thee in 
alittle wrath have I hid my face from thee, for a moment, but with everl.a-~ 
fling kindneffe will I have on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer ; 
And again,Ob thou afflitted and toffed with tempeft; 1 will peak it again, 
soffed svith tempeft ; here’s a word that fets out the fuffering of truth 
with her children tothe full, even fo tofled with the ftorme and tem- 
peft of affliGion, as a {hip is tofled with the roaring and raging waves 
of the feas ; or asa ball is tofled and beaten up and down, both by 
hand and foot, I/z. 54 Now as the Prophet Daniel by the dreame of 
the King did underftand the day of imal] things concerning the 
Churches condition in her eftate of regeneration ; fo alfo he faw the 
_ preat and glorious power and foveraignty, ics dominion and magni- 
gude,in its deliverance and perfeCtion : and the ftone that the Image 
became a great mountain,and filled the whole earth : this is che mountain 
of Gods holinefle, even the greateft power and foveraigne authority 
ghat ever was in the world before it. And the Text notes out unto us 
three things ,the time when it (hall be, the place where it {hall be, and 
the manner how it fhall be; the manner hatha double confideration, 
firft, the beginning and weakne!!e of this powerfull kingdome,expre{- 
fed as before I have declared in her {pirieuall eftate of renovation or 
regeneration,in thele words, 4 ftome was cut out without hands; andin 
this firit eftate and condition of the Church,it is faid'to live and reign, 
to attain vi&ory,and overcome, Revwhap.20.& 12. bue this victory is 
faith,this overcoming. is by fuffering, they overcame bum, chat is, the 
§ pagancy, by the blood of the Lumbyand by the word of their tefti- 
mony, and they loved not their laves unto death, and at this bactelf the ar- 
mics were great on both fides, and the victory glorious on the Saints 
fide, Rev. 12. 7.11. Inthe fecond confideration, wee are co under- 
ftand the Church in her glory and perfe&tion,and co as far exceed all 
the Monarchies,Kingdoms and Powers that were before it,as the bo- 
dy exceeds the fhadow, theperfon the:pi€ure, the circumference the 
eenter/T he Babyloniaz Monarchy,the head of gold,was a great power 


ven bath given thee a kingdome, firength, and glory, and wherefoever 
the children of devell, beafts of she feld,.and forles of tbe bath 


Thon, O King,aith the Prophet, art « King of kings, for the God of 


— 
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hee given into thy hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all, yet all 
thefe bounds and dominations are but by way of comparifon, to the 
univerfe,the heavens, earth and fea, which are the bounds of Chrifts 
and bis Church, rule and Lordfhip: Secondly, the nature and con- 
dition of the kingdomes of this world, and the power and greatnefle . 
of Majefty that Chrifts Kingdome fhall have in the world to come, 
differs beyond a!l comparifon: For th¢kingdomes of this world are 
finfull kingdomes, powers and authorities; yea, this prefént evil] 


-worldis corrupted, and lies under the curfed condition by reafon of 


Lin, and as long as this face of the covering ws caft over all people, and this 


evil is fpread over all nations, Ma.25.7. even fo long death the King 


of feares the wages of that fin fhall raign in it,according to the Scrip 
wires, Gen. 3.17. Rom. 5.17, 21+ 1 Cor.15. but when the Lord hall 


fet up his Kingdome, hee mil! create mew heavens, and a ncw earth: Bee 


Dold, he, will do it, and the former {hall not be remembred, nor 


into mind: but be you glad and rejoyce for ever in that which I create; 
For, behold, I create a rejoycing, and her people a joy, Ua. 65. 175 
18. And the Apoftle by the fame Spirit of Prophecy, faith, that the 
heavens and the earth that are now, with all thefe things, fball be diffol- 
ved: And according to Gods promife, wee look (that is, all.Gods 


Saints) for new hezvens, and 2 new earth, wherein dwelleth righteou{nefl, 


2 Pet.3. And the Apoftle Fobm tells us, Rev.21. what this new hea- 
ven, and new earth is, even the holy Church of God, the new Ferufa- 
lem coming down from God ont of beaver, prepared as a bride adorned for 
herbwhand; and a voyce out of heaven expounds it to him, Behold, 
the Tabernacle of God ss with men, and hee will dwell with them, and they 
fhatl be his people, and God bimfelf (hall be with them, and betbeir God, and 
God fall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there {ball be no more 
death, neither forraw nor crying, neither fball there be any more paine 5 for 
the former things. are puffed away: And again, faith the Lord, Behold, 1 
make all things nee, write, for thefe things are true and faithfull, 
Once again obferve the Prophet Daniel, inthefe words, and it be-. 


| came a great mountain, of which our Saviour gives the meaning in thefe 


words, Thekingdeme of heaven ss like unto 2 grain of muftard feed, which 
is theleaft of all feeds, but when it is grown ( jult as the Prophet {st be- 
came | foour Lord) the greateft among berbs, and became a 
both which places as one fhews, that although the Church be nowfo 
liccle, chatno man heeds or regards her, yet her increafe {hall be from 
the lea ft of all feeds toatree with branches, and froma {mall ye to 

a huge 


glorified flate of the Church, 


a huge great mountain, even {0 big, as to fill the whole earth. 
Which magnitude, excellent glory, greatnefle, and foveraignty of 
the Church and Kingdome of God, I fhall in part difcover, by confi- 
dering thefe eight particulars : the the Kingdome,the Throne,the 
Scepter, the Lawes, the Priviledges, the Officers, and the Sub 
And for the King thereof, thus faith the Prophet, notwichftanding 
al] the rage and oppolition of the Heathens, and the vain imaginati- 
ons of the people, Tet have Let my King upon my holy bill of Sion, faith 
the Lord,P/2/.2.1,5.and the ticle ot his Crown isthe title of his Crofs, 
This is the King of the Fewes,Luke 23.33. and himfelf tettifying a good 
confeflion before Pu ste, taich, Thos (aft Tama King: to this end wx 
Tborn, and for cause came Tinto the world, Joh. 13. 37. Secondly, 
the Scriptures {pgakeof the Kinagdome of Chii't above all comparifon, 
and callsic, she k:ngdome of the Son of God, and, that there was given 


him dominion, ind gloryyand a Kingdome, &c. Dan. 7. 13,13. Now the 


contideration of thele tour chings will bvietly difcover to us, howthis 
Church and Kingdome of Chritt exceeds-a!l other powers or king- 
domes whatfoever: Firlt, inthe Maje.ty of it: Secondly, in its ex- 
cellency : Thirdly, in its usiverialicy ; and Fourthly, in its eternity : 
The Majefty fets torch the magnitude and greatneile of this kingdom, 
the King is grearyand che ingdom is ¢reat, Bedold, the Ang 
the Virgin, be fhz'l be great, and he fb.ll raign over the baufe of Facov for 
ever, Luke 1.32.33. And the Prophet D.miel delcribes this greatnelle, 
and what this houte of Facob is, in thele words, and the kingdome, ind 
dominion, and th. grestnefsof the kingdune under the whole besven, {hall be 
given to the people of the Saints of the moft Highgwiofe kingdom xs an ever- 
lafting kingdome, snd all dominions, rulers and powers, foall ferve and obey 
bim, Dan.7.27. Theexcellency Is fet forth by che glory, {plendor and 
purity of ic; and in chiswelped ic is in Scripsure called the kingdome of 
God, tie hingd nme of Chrift, a kingdome of Priefts,:a: kingdome of Saints, 
the kingdome of our God, the kingdome of glory, beaven!y comntrey, tity, in- 
herit.ance, poffeilion, reward, all heavenly, all glorious, allholy, there 


fhall be nothing to bart nor deftroy in my boly mount sine faith the Lord: — 


the glory is expreft beyond the light of Sun and Moon in the firma- 
ment,or gold or precious jewels in che earth, there (hall ino wife be any 
thing there that defileth, Rev.21.27- Thirdly, itsuniverfalicy fets forth 


the larvene(s of the dominion and unbounded limits of ic;che Prophet 


David faith, I+s dominion is from feato fea, from the river to the ends of 
the earth, Iwill give thee the heathen for thine inberitance, and tbe wtter- 


parts of the earth for thy poffefion, there's the dominion 5 


| 
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in the nexe words, fee the pros of the power and authority, Thou 
foalt break with a rad of iron, ana dalh them to pieces like a Potters 
veffell, Pfal.2.8, 9. They that dwell in the wilderneffe {hall bow before bi 

and-bis enemics fhall lick the duft ; yea, all kings fhall fall down before 
him, all nations fhall ferve bim, Plal.72. 8, 9,10. And therefore hee ig 
called the nations for bis univerfall jurifdiction ; Who would not 
feare thee, O King of nations? for greatneffe and power pertain to thee, 
Jer. 10. 6,7 And Daniels witnelle is, that all people, nations and lan- 
guages {ball frare bimy bis dominion is aneverlafting dominion, which 


{hall not paffe away, and bis Kingdome that whic foal! not be deftroyed, 


Dan. 7. 14- which in the laft place fhewes the eternity or perpetuity 
of the Kingdome; and therefore the Apoiile calls it, The cverlafting 
Kingdome of our Lord Fefis Chrift, 2 Pet.r.11. He fhal! raign, faith the 
Angell, over the houfe of Facob for ever, and of his Kingdome there fball be 
no end, Luke 1.33. And this glorious kingdome of Chrift is often in 
Scripture term'd a world without end: under thefe terms, everlafting 
lift, everlafting kingdome, &c. The people of God, that formerly were, and 
now are refufed, contemned, and caft off from the thoughts and 


eftimations of others, (hall then in that day be miade firong nation, and 


the Lord bimfelf {hall raign over them in mount Sion, from henceforth even 
for ever, faith the Prophet, J4ic. 4.7. 

The next and third particular to be confidered,is the throne of the 
Kingdome of Chrift ; And for that wee have the Angels teftimony al- 
fo ; And the Lord Gud fhall give unto bim the throne of bis father David, 
Luk. 1. 32. And againe, T/y throne, O God, 1s a throne of righteoufneffe, 
eftablifbed for ever and ever, Pfal. 45.6. And againe, Thy feed will Iefta- 
blifb for ever, and build up thy shrone to all generations. And againe, Hx 
feede will I make to endure for ever , and his throne as the dayes of beavers 
Pfal. 89. 4. ver. 29. And againe the third time, Hx feed (ball endure for 
ever, and bw throne as the Sem before me, ver. 36. 

What moves the holy Prophet thus three times to make mention 
of the King, the shrone, and thy feed, thatis, Gods children by re- 
generation,thus to fing and rejoycein the remembrance of them toge- 
ther, but for to fhew us this holy truth , that the Saints presto 
with their King, that rhe Saints judge the world ? for this 
comfort the Lord preaches to his children himfelf by his own mouth, 
Kev. 2.26 27. He thst evercometh and keepeth my words unto the end t0 
bime-will I give power over the Nations, and he {ball rule them with a rod of 
iron, @re. Aud I wll grant to him to fit with me in my throne,even at I alfo 
and fos down with my fasber in bis Throne, Chap- per 
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And thus caught he his blefled Apoftfes that followed him, in the re- 
gener ation, as S‘. Mattbem faith, and had participated and continued 
with him in his fufferings and temptations, as Luke hath it, I appoint 
unto you a kingdome,faith our Lord, a: m)F ather bath appointed unto me; 
that jee may eat and drink at my table,in my Kingdome, and fit on thrones 
judging the twelve Tribes of Ifrael, Mat. 19.28. Luke 22. 29, 30. yeas 
this honour bave all the Saints, with the King in the Kings Throne; Ob 
yee Saints, praife yee the Lord, Pfal. 149. 9. 

The fourth particularis the Scepter of this kingdome, and that che 
Holy Ghoft calls 2 Scepter of righ teou{neffe, Heb.1. 8. 2 Scepter of righte- 
onfnef’, or rigbteoufneffes that is, righteous in che purity and excellency 
ut it, + the Scepter of thy Kingdome ; this is properly Shilobs, che Savi- 
curs Scepter, Gen. 49.10. Yet fuch isthe Kings grace co his fervants, 
his feed, Church and people,that of this which in particular belongs 
to himfelf alone, even of this alfo doth hee communicate to his little 
ones, his firft-born,the heirs of falvation, not only to fit with him in 
his Throne, but alfo to rule with his Scepter: The womans childe 
which are the Saints, faith the Text,are to rule even as their Lord him- 
felf doch, all nations with a rod of iron, that is, with the Scepter of righ 
Rev.12. 5. And the Lord hath decreed for ever,that it fhall 


be fo, whofoever he be that overcometh, hee will give him power and — 


authority to fit with him in his Throne, to rule over all nations, with 
a rod of ironyand to bresk themes an earthen veffell is dathe to pieces with 
a bar of iron, Rev. 2.26,27. Andas the King of glory doth place 
the Saints in his own throne, and gives chem in peptic the {way 
and rule of his own Scepter, fo he honours them with his own crown 
alfo,called 2 Crown of life,s Crown of glory, aCrown of right coufneff,and 
the like,they are all crowned, Rev.4.10. The crown is laid np for all that 
love the appearing of our a, Chri the King of Saints, 2 Tim. 4-8. 
The fifth particular in difcovering the greatnefs of Chrifts glorious 
kingdome,are the laws and rules of this kingdom, for as the kingdom 
it felf is new, and all things new in ‘ir,fo are thelaws alfo, 4 new com- 
mandment give I unto you, faith the King bimfelf, thst youlove one ano- 
ther, asI have loved yousthat you love one another, Joh.13.3,.4. Here’s both 
the Precept and the Preftdent ; this holy commandment was given unto 
them in their eftate of regeneration,2 Pet.2.21. and continues in them 
world wichout end, in glory and perfection, it # the lam of the endle 
life; chislaw of loveyit abideth for evercharity never faileth, 1 Cor.13.9. 
moft or all chings elfe fail, rongues fhall 
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knowledge it fhall vanith away ; all imperfe& things (hall terminate 
and cometo an.end, but thisnew commandement Love, endures f., 
ever ; Deathis ftrong, for it hath and will kill all men madeand cre,- 
ted ; and the grave, the iflue of death is meagre > but Jove furmounte 
chem allin the better fenfe,Cant.8.6.The fea of waters cannot quench 
it, nor all the flouds, or overflomings of the Ocean cannot drowne it ; for 
the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hatha moft vehement flame, 
and it contemns all manner of fubftance to purchafe it, it is no way to 
be attained, but by the gift of God. I sill put my lawes in their inwar: 
parts, and write them in their bearts, faith the Lord, Jer.3 1-33. This glo- 
rious kingdome are all fuch as are made of God Kings and Prieits ; 
thefe are the Levits co whom God hath given the Law and Covenani 
of life to, this commandement of peace and falyation, A7z/. 2. 4, 5, 6. 
which hath comtorted his:people here, and for ever doth guide and 
MS them in the perfection,the glorious and everlafting kingdome 
of Chrilt hereafter. Which Law of Gods kingdome is called ia Scrip- 
cures, a boly law, a royal law,a law of life, a Law of libertie, a Law, 
and fuuch like, James 1. 25. Chap. 2. 8. 12. 

_ The tix ching contiderable, is the priviledges of this kingdome of 
ory, which are fo great and many, that I fhall rather ob{cure then 
ifcover them, their priviledge of power and Authoritic is exceeding 
much, and fet forth in the Scriptures ; for when the Lord 
fhall exale Feru{alem, this his own kingdome, then fbal! the Lord bre ake 
the flaffe of the wicked, aud the fcepter of the rulers, {a.14.5. Behold, (sith 
the Lord, I will make them of the Synagogue of Satan, which fay they are 
Jesves and are nat, but doe he. Behold, (faich he the fecond time againe 

to his Church ) J will make them come to wor{bip befare thy feete, and to 
know shat Ihave loved thec, Rev. 3, 9. Thisis fuch a dignitie and privi- 
ledge as the Lord himfelfe with a twofold word of audience afhrmeth 
to take them cuptives, whofe captives they were, and to rule over their op- 
preffors,Ifa.1 4. 2. with the praifes of God if their mouths,and a two- 
edged {word in their hands, to execute vengeance & punifhment up- 
on heathenilh peuple, to binde their Kings with chaines, & their No- 
bles with fecters of iron ; this honour or priviledge bave all tbe Saints, 
Pfal. 149. And {0 faich the Propher , Tbe fonmes of them shut af fitted 
sheesfoall come bending sm: thee, and all that defpifed thee, foall bow shem- 
felves at thefoles of thy feetey and they foall call thee the Cisie of the 
Lerd, the Sion of the holy One of Ifrael; whereas thou haft been forfaken and 
based, fo that no mao went through thee, or delighted in shy company ne 
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will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many gener.stions, Ifa. 60. ¥ 
15. So alfo their priviledge of freedome and libertie, doth {et rae 
their glory ; Ferufslem which is above, is free,which is the mother of ws all, 
Gal.4.26. They are all free-borne,{fo begotten and born by the Word 
it felfe ; tor all the whole Kingdome are children of the truth and the 
truth it was that which made them free, Foh.8.32. Now the Word 
and the truth are the Sonne, and thofe that the Sonne makes frees are free 
indeed, ver.36.and from all manner of bondage ; free from finne, 

free from death, tree from forrow, free from the grave, free from:cor- 
ruption, frge trom oppreflian, free from fuffering, inlarged and fet at 
libertie tor ever to injoy immortalitie, thefe are the people that pof- 
felle and injoy the glorious libertie or freedome of the fonneg or chil- 
dren of God, Rom. §. 21. 

Alfo the company and affociates that are in this heavenly kingdome 
doe exceedingly declare the glory ofit, to have and injoy the prefence 
of God, of Chriit, and the holy Ghott, the company of all the holy 
Angels, the company and focietic of all the holy Patriarks, Prophets, 
and Saints, with the comfortable delight and excellency of the refti- 
tution and perfeétion of all creatures, both in the heavens, the ear¢h, 
and the fea, and all that is within them, as {hall be fhewed hereafter, 
inthe point of univerfall fubje€tion.I2 Gods prefencefaith the Prophet, 
is fulneffe of joy, and at thy right hand are pleafures for evermore, Pia 16 
ou,faith the Lord, {peaking to his Saints,1 appoint santo you a king- 
dome, and yee {hall eate and drinke with mce at my table in my kingdome, 
Luk. 22.30. And asthe Angels are miniftring {pirits herein the Saints 
futferings, Heb. 1.7. {0 in the world to come with the prefence of God 
wee {hall have the company & prefence of the Angels about the throne, 
faich the text, Rev. 7. 11, And there fhall wee fee Abram, Ifaze, and 
Facob, and all the boly Prophets in the kingdome of God, and have hea~ 
venly fweet focietie and company with them, Luk. 13.28. Now as the 
priviledges of the kingdome excel] , fo alfo its Officers exceed all o- 
thers’; J will, faith the Lord, make thy Officers peace, and thine exatiors 
righteoufne Jes violence {ball no more be beard in thy land , wafting and dee 
firuction within thy borders thou foals call thy walls falvation,and thy 
gates praife, Ma.60.18, 19. Then (hall mercy and truth together, righ- 
teoufnefle and peace fall kiffe each other, Plal. $5. 10. And thisis the fe- 
venth confideration ;the eight followeth, which are the fubjects of 
this great King and hi | 

And the Apoftle is fo generall _ univerfall in thefe, chathe ex- 
2 cepts 
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cepts none,neitherin he.ven,nor in earth,no- feasnor under the earth, 
even none that can b: named,but God che Facher onely,cthat fubdued 
allunder his Sons feet,which is the King of this Kington; for {6 Qith 
the Apoftle, 1: Cor, t5. 27. For behath pet all thinzs under bis feete ; for 
when he faith, all things are pst under him, it is that be is 
ted who did-put all things under bim: fo thenvit is cleare, that Angels 
and men, and all other creatures, are the fubjeéts of chis great King- 
dome ; He bath put all thinzs in bis feete, faith the Apu- 
ftle, Heb. 2. 8. thisis che Prophets ; I bave fworne by m 

felfe, faith the Lord, the word is gone os? of my mouth ta righteoulne fle, 
(ball not returne, chat unto me every knee [ball bow, every tongue {hall 
_froeare, Tia. 45.23. And againe, Thenstions and kingdomes that will nit 
ferve thee (ball perifbyyea th stions (ball be utterly w sfted, Chap.60.12. 
And of the Angels faich the Apo'tle, Let al! the Angels of God war(bip 
him, Heb. 1. 6.And che Ap» tle exprends the Oath of the Lord tor this 
uaiverlall fubje&ion, and faich, written , as I live [sith the Lord, 
every knee {ball bow to mee, and every tonze {hall confeffe to God, Rom. 14. 
ra.And againehe faich, A: the nam: of felus every foal bow of thinz: 

in beaven.and thints inewth, and things under the eartband every tongue 
thal confeffe shat is Lord King, tothe glory of God the Father, 
Phil.2. 10,11. Aad yet che holy Gho* is more particular, to prove 
thar all chings in all places are fubje&to Chrift, Rev. 5.13. And every 
creature faith he,which in heaven, and on the earth,and under the earth, 
and {uch as are (24, and th at are inthem, (rich Fobn, beard 
ing, Blejing, honour, glory and power, be weto him that fitteth upon the 
throne, andunto th: Lm'v for ever and ever. And the Prophet David,he 
foretold of this uviverfill fabjeGion of all creaturesin the kingdome 

_ Of Chrilt ia the world to.come, faich the Author to rhe Hebrews, 
_and underttood it in thefe words, admiring at it, is mat that 
show art fo of him, ar the of met that tho vifiteft bim? thou 
baft matte’ hima little Jour thin Aazels ; andthe Apo'tle gives the rea- 
fon of that,Tbou crown'd bim wi:h glory and bonour, thou b.ft mide 
bim to have dominion over the work of thy bands, thou haftpus all things 
uader his feete, al! (beep and oxen, yea and the beafis of the feild; rhe forles 
of the aire, and the fifbes of the fea: which makes the Prophet fall into 

a wonderment ; Ob God our Lord , how: exzellent is thy name in all the 

earth ! Pial. 8. 4. Heb. 2. 6. 
Now Lamcome to thetwo laft particulars, the time when this glo- 
Thous-Kingdome of Chrift fhall be fetup, and che place where it 
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be continued for ever: the time was thus forelhewed to the Prophet 
David, that the time of Chrifts Churches perfecution, fhould not be 
till his fecond Appearing, in thefe words, When the Lord fhall iuild up’ 
Sion, be [ball appeare in bw glory, Pial. 102. 16. And this time our Lord 
himfelfe plainly teacheth ustobe-at the end of this world,and not be- 
fore; which truth the Saintsand people of God do fully and certain- 
ly beleeve,alchough a thoufand falfe Prophets fhould arife and preach 
contrary, under what thew or pretence of learning and religion 
foever they make. 
_ The cleare and plaine Do&rine of our Lord ts this, AZ:2.13.39, 4c 
41. The harveft tbe end of the world, and the reapers are the Anzels, 
therefore the tares are gathered and burnt in the fire, (> hall it be in th. 
end of this world, the Sonne of man {hall fend forth bis Anzels , and they 
foall gatber out of bis kingdome, al) {candalous things,and all fuch as do 
offend them, or which doe or worke iniquisie. And when the queltion 
made by the fervants to the houfholder Whether the tares the envions 
man fored ammg the good feede {bould be plu:kt up ? The Mafter anwers, 
Nay,let them both grow together till rhe b urveft ; and allo giveth the rea- 
fon,and fheweth farther what fha!] bz done then,and not before, both 
with the cares & wheat alio,although many unwarily do atirmat this 
time among(t us the contrary,yet thus faith the Lord, (and therefore 
_ I would with all che contrary minded tv take notice of it ) that at his 
glorious coming fhall be che Kiagdomes deliverance, reigne, and per- 
te€tion, and not before ; therefore faich her Lord and King, When the 
Sonne of mn {ball come in his glory, and all the bo'y Angels with bim, then 
hall be fit upon the throne of bis glory, and before him fhatl be gathered all 
nations, and he {ball feparate them one fran a fhepbeard divideth 
bis foeep from the gosts, and ther he {ha'l fet the fheep om bis right bind, but 
the goats on the left, and afligne and put in potleilion the one to eter- 
nall bliffe, but the other toa perditious cternall wofull curled condi- 
tion, even binding them into bundles to be burned ; but the blefled to 
pofleffe the Lords own houfe and habitation for ever, AZst.25. 31,32. 
Chap. 13.30. ] 
And becaufe this truth hath exceedingly fuffered of late,by che lite- 
ral learn’d of this generation, who havebetoul’d the beaury and purity 
of it, with their dark {mokie & mifty miftakes,under pretence of plea~ 
ding for the Lamb and his wife; I (hall therefore briefly difcover the 
fpirimuall learning of che Apoftles and Prophets my {terious expreilions 
of this boly truth:¢he holy Apo:tle Fobain the Revelations {peaks with 
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the fame wifdome,aid and guidance of the Spirit, as the Angel taugh' 


Daniel in the {ame myfteries, and their very expreffions in many thing? 
are alike, butmore opened and revealed by the Apottle, then by t 
Prophet ; they both agree in the computation of the time,though one 
writ long before the other,and cach differing in the rule of reckoning, 
as the mamners of the countries in which they lived ; the one living a- 
mong the Chaldeans,the other among the Hebrews;the one com ting 
their times and yeeres according co the courfe ofthe Sun,the other by 
che courte ofthe Moon : the Hebrews, their reckoning is certain thirty 
dayes toa moneth, and twelve moneths toa yeer; the Chaldeans they 
reckon and compute according to the courfle and rule of the Moon, 
which caules this feeming difference : for Fobns whole time for Arti- 
cbrafis vaign is tavelve hundred and fixty yeersjin which the two witnefles 
(hall prophefie in {ackcluth, which as it notes out unto us their {piritual! 
low and humble condition,foalfo their perlecuted and fuffering eftate 
aud condition, Key:11.3. Now Daniel makes the fame very time of the 
abomination of defylation, vo be twelve hundred and ninety yeers, Dan. 12. 
1 1.reckoning both of them dayes for yeers,according as the Prophets 
did reckon and accompt, as I have proved before : now I fhall make it 
appear unto you, that thefe two holy men of God, that were moved 
and led by the fame Spirit, both fpake one and the fame thing, both 
torthe powerand myttery of Iniguity, and for the full andcompleat 


time of one and the felf-fame number of yeers, for the continuance of 


it. And prove it thus: as thirteen moons arethirreen moneths, and 
thefe chirteen moneths make but one yeere of twelve moneths,reckon- 
ing thirty dayes to amoneth, and twelve moneths to a yeere, by the 
fame rule,one thoufand two hundred and ninety yeers by the Chaldee recko- 
ning, amount put to one thoufand two hundred and threefcore yeers, accor- 
ding tothe reckoning of the Hebrews.And as they agree in this feeming 
difference, {9 they do moft fweetly confent and agree in the point in 
hand,concerning the time of the beginning of the glorious kingdome 
ot JelusChrift, one and the fame Angel teacheth them one and the 
tametruch ; and although there were neer 5 00.yeers diftance between 
the times of their prophefying,yet the Angels majelty both of doétrine 
and geltune is one-and che fame to both,all which thewes this do&rine 
of the time of the Lords coming to reftore all things, toexalt his 


Church and Saints, to be a molt admirable and fi 


ingular fecret and 
miyltery, tor che continual! comfort and fupportation of all his fuffe- 


‘ing members in all cheir affli€tions; and this made the Apoftle, tes 
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king to the Saints of The([slonica, of the day of the Lords coming, his 
dekendling from heaven at thela(t erump,and che refurreétion of fuch 
as aredead in Chrift ; wherefore faith he, comfort one another with the, 
words,1 Thef.4.18. Blefied and holy is he,faith St. Fobn,chat hath part 
inthe firft relurreCion, for hee alone is the man that lookes for his 
coming,and hath comfortin his appearing;the very fame faith Danie, 
Blefjed be tht waiteth and cometh to the 1335. dyes, but thon thy sp.ty 


till she end be, for thos: hale reft and fland in the Lot at theend of the 
ef, Dan. 12. 12, 13. which number cxcceds the former,which com- 


prehended the whole time of Avtichrifis raign and perfecution, 45. 


yeers,thereby diicovering adeep myftcry of high underftanding,which 
none but the wife can poilibly apprehend, as the Prophet declareth, 
wrf. 10. which additional! number notes out unto us, that little fea- 
fon that {hall be between the total! deftru&ion of Antichri ft and the 
finall confummation of this world, which our Lord himfelt fignifieth 
by the word immediately, thereby to fet forth all the time between the 
dayes of tribulation, and his own glorious appearing ; and S*. Fubn 
ufes the word quicke!y, to fet forth all the time likewile between the 
wofull raign of Axtichrift, and the wofull ruine of all ungodly men 
in thefe words, Rev. 11. The fecond wo is paft, and behold the third 
wocometh guickely ; and as itis fhewed to fobn, thatafter the thou- 
fand yeers {hould be finifhed, expired,and fulfilled,which is the whole 
time of Poperies cruclcy and myfterie of Iniquity ; and the Dragon,the 
Devils liberty, which is expreft for the time to be a little feafon, in 
which Satan fhall move and ftir up che nations of the four quarters of 
the earth, even Gog and Adagog, thofe great and innumerable multi- 
tudes to defolate the Saints.che Church,even the beloved city of God, 
as before I have touched, till the very inftant of time of the Sonne of 
mans coming in his whice and glorious throne to judgement, before 
whofe facethe earth and the heavens fled away, and there was found 
no placefor them, Rev. 20.758, 95 10, 11. and likewile the 45. addi- 
tionall yeers of Daniels Chaldee reckoning, to be the whole in 
which God will accomplith the {cattering of the powers ot his holy 
peaple, and berween the endiog of che time,times and half a time,and 
the generall refurreétion to have all thefe things fulfilled ; and chis 


is cleerly, though briefty intimated, wherefore I demand of aff you 


learned Monarchifis, Fudaifts and Milinarifts, wherein Gods Word 
you will findany the glory of the Churches profperity in 
world ? 


- 
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"world ? Well, let a word be enough tothe wife, and therefore neve; 
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preach nor print fuch doGtrineshereafter. 
The laft thing is the place, where the Scriptures {peak that Chrift 
and his kingdome fhall bein for evermore, and thatis the earth, faith 
thetruch,Blefféd are the meek , for they {hall inberite the earth, Mat.5. 5. 
The kingdomes of this world are become the kingdomes of our Lord and bis 
Chriftyand be {hall raign for ever and cvcr,Rey.11.15.even then, when the 
Lord bimfelf {ball defcend frrom heaven with a fbout, with the voyce of the 
Archangel,with the trump of God,ind the dead in Chrift {hall rife firft,and 
the Saints living changed, before the kingdome be eftablifhed, 2 Thef- 
4.16. which St. Jobn makes to be the voyce of the feventh and laft 
Angel, Rev. 10.7. faying, When be (hall begin to found, the myftery of 
God {hall be finafied, and that the earch at that time fhall be made the 
place of Chrift and his Churches habitation eternally glorified; ob- 
ferve the cleare and unanimous confent of all Scriptures ; this is che 
new fong of che 24-Elders,Rev.5.9,10.which fung to the praife of the 
Lambot God, Thou waft flain, and baft redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
out of every tongue, and people, and nation, and haft msde ws unto ow God 
Kings and Priefts, and svee {hall raign on the earth : And D.vid makes 
it the fong, of his delight,in che often repetition ot it, P/a/. 37. 9. Evill 
doers, faith he, sa be cut offy but thofe that wait upon the Lord {hall in- 
berit the carih. For yet a little whileyand the wicked hs! not be. Bus the 


meck {hall inherite the earthy, 10.11. And again, Such as are bleffed of 


God {pall inherite the earth, and they that be curfed of him {hall be cut off; 
V.22. yeaythe earth bath the Lord given to the children of men,Pf{al.115.16.- 
And again,The fptrituall fons of him that feareth the Lord fall imberitthe 
earib, Plal.25.13. Wherefore great is the Lord, and greatly to be praijed 
in the city of oer God, in the mountain of bis boline[?, beautifull for fitu- 
ation, the joy of the whole earth is mount Sion, Pia]. 48. 1, 2. then 
fhall it be chat the earth thal be filled with the knowledge of God, 
as the waters cover the Sea, Ifs.11.9. which cannot be underftood 


herein this world,:but of the world co come, not in this old cor- 


ible heaven and earth, but when che whole creation, even every 
creature, {hall be delivered from the bondage of corruption, Rom. 8. 195 
20520522. im that time, when none {hall burt nor deftroy in all my 
holy mountain, {aith the Lord, even then, when thefe heavens and 
earth that now are corruptible,(hall be diflolved,and new heavens and 
new earth created, in which dwelleth righteoulnefle, then, even in 
| | | 
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the day of the Lords coming, 2 Pet. 3.11, 12, 13. Ifa. 65.17. andas 
the glorious Church of Chriit fhall remain for ever, fo fhall the re- 
fticution of all things alfo, I/2. 66. 22. Finally, Fobn was fhewed the 
new heavens, and the new earth, and the renovation of all things, 
Rev.21. 1. when hee faw new Fers{slem, the Church of God, even 
the Lambs wite, come down from heaven to the earth; fo thar the 
Tabernacle of God was with men, with whom hee will dwell for 
ever. And this is the heavenly Countrey, Church and City with 
foundations, which Abrabam, I/2ac,Facob, and all the faithfull people 
of God, have ever expefted and looked after, that better refurnellt- 
on, which as yet they pofleffe not ; for all cheledied in the faith, and 
received not the promife, meaning the hope that was fet before 
them, God providing fome better things tor us, that they without 
us might not be perfe&, Heb. 11.13, 14. yet feeing the perfe&tion a- 
far off, and imbraced it through taich, and confefled they were 
ftrangers and pilgrims on the earth ; for they that fay fuch things, 
declare plainly, that they feek a Countrey, a heavenly Canaan, and 
Paradife of reft : And as Gods children have chofen God and 
his promifes for their porticn and inheritance, fo the Lord him- 
felfe hath chofen Sion fir his habitation , This # my reft for ever, faith 
lie, here will I dwell, for Ehave defired it, Pfal.132. 13, 14. 

Great and marvellow: are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; juft and true 
are thy meayesy thou King of Suints, Rev. 15. 3. 

The Lord loveth the caies of Sion ; Gloriows things are fpoken of thee 
thou City of God, Plal. 87. 3° 

The Lord himfelfe hall arife, and have mercy upon Siow ; for the time 
to favour ber, yes, the fet time is come, Plal. 102. 13. 


Erraté,. 


Page 6. (mee 17. fos fame blood, read Sons blood. p.9. /. 7. fora yeere, r, ands 
yeere, p- 3a. /, 25. for 1. H. p49, + 22, for cle@.r. the 
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